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Coffee with the Cantor
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Hazzan Rob Menes

Thursdays, 11:00-12:30 

TBS

http://www.hazzanmenes.com
Perspectives on Jewish Rituals in the Modern World
Forspeiser
How do Jewish customs and rituals interact with the Christian and secular world of North America? This year we will investigate various practices and discuss both the internal (Jewish) reactions to them and the external (non-Jewish) reactions.

This is a preview of the topics to be covered this year in the weekly meetings of Coffee with the Cantor. Each session will take place on Thursday, from 11-12 in Las Vegas. Sessions will be led by Hazzan Rob Menes. Every session included texts prepared by Hazzan Menes gleaned from books, periodicals, and the Internet.

“Judaism is filled with rituals and customs which have been maintained for thousands of years. Unfortunately, wherever and whenever we settle, these rituals often conflict with secular and non-Jewish society. This year, Hazzan Menes will explore those practices which raise concerns in the secular world and make living Jewishly as much of a challenge as a joy.”
· General: Why observe traditional rituals in Judaism? Orthodox/Reform Perspectives (2)
· Defining Jewish: The Jew in relation to the non-Jewish world (2)
· Kashrut: Meaning and Jewish Perspectives; Christian Perspectives (3) 

· Shabbat: Christian and Muslim Perceptions; Orthodox/Conservative/Reform Observance; Recent Responsa (3)

· Conversion: Jewish views on conversion; Attitudes towards proselytes; Christian views on conversion (2)

· Intermarriage: Jewish views; non-Jewish views (2)

· Divorce: Jewish history; contrasts with non-Jewish views; contemporary problems (2)

· Circumcision: Jewish and non-Jewish views (1)

· Summary (1)

Circumcision

Wearing tefillin

Wearing headcoverings

Shabbat 

Kashrut

Intermarriage

Family Purity

Burial and mourning rituals

Building a sukkah

Bar Mitzvah

Aliyah (to Israel)

Israel as a religious state

Passover seder

The goal is not to identify whether these practices are “right” or “wrong”, but rather how they are accepted and understood. 
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