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Coffee with the Cantor
2013

Hazzan Rob Menes

Thursdays, 11:00-12:30 

TBS

http://www.hazzanmenes.com
This Year’s Topic:

Jewish Influence in the Secular World
Last year we focused our discussion on Jewish rituals and how they are viewed by the Jewish and non-Jewish world. This year, we turn the tables and ask the question, how has Judaism affected the non-Jewish world? Although some of the discussion will look at historical influences, much of the time will be spent on current interactions.

While I believe that most of the influence is positive, some of it may be negative. 

We will look at Jewish influence in:

Politics

Law

Labor

Science and Technology 

Medicine and Healthcare

Journalism and Media

Finance

Art and Music

Literature

Foreign Relations

Religion

The first question will be: what do we mean by “Jewish influence”? Is it simply the fact that a Jewish person was involved, or is it the clear application of Jewish principles and beliefs? Must it be a conscious, purposeful influence or can it be “by accident”? What if the person involved was Jewish but rejected Jewish belief and observance? Is it possible for the Jewish influence to be negative or to reflect negatively on Judaism? What constitutes significant influence?
      

Eat and Educate – formerly Lunch and Learn

2010-11 (5771)

Jewish Influence on Religion

How did Judaism differ from the prevailing (pagan) religions?

I. Concept of God

A. God not capricious

B. Single God more powerful than  other gods

C. Beyond physical incarnation
D. Orderly creation

E. Able to alter decisions
F. Acts with words

II. Communication with God

A. No human sacrifice

B. Direct individual connection to God

C. God hears and answers

III. Later Developments

A. Decentralization of God access

B. Essential commitment to written word

C. Elimination of cult
Shanberg Eat and Educate
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