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Christian Perspectives on Yom Kippur

We have transgressed
By Aviad Kleinberg | Oct. 7, 2011 | 9:48 AM | 1 Haaretz
The loneliness of the Catholic person who is confessing his sins before a priest is in total contradiction to the Jewish confession, which is made in public, and is deliberately impersonal.
	 
	 
	 


The most significant difference between Judaism and Christianity, those mutually loathing daughters of the biblical religion, is their attitude toward sin. Judaism sees it as a slipup, a temporary surrender to every man's evil inclination. Once recognized, it can be easily overcome by following the therapeutic commandments of the Torah. Christianity sees it as an almost insurmountable cosmic force that can be overcome only by divine grace. Judaism sees every person, or at least every Jew, as a potentially righteous person ("All of Israel has a portion in the world to come," Mishna Sanhedrin 10:1 ). Christianity sees every person - including every Christian - as a habitual sinner.
The few who are saved ("For many are called, but few are chosen," Matthew 22:14 ) owe their salvation to the mercy of God, who is charitable toward the wicked, and not to a surplus of good deeds in the Book of Life - that great balance sheet in heavan.
This central insight of Christianity did not come from the founder of the religion. In the tradition of the Jewish prophets, Rabbi Yeshua Ben Miriam demanded of his disciples not to be satisfied with a mechanical observance of the commandments. The only way to "activate" the therapeutic power of the commandments - i.e., to turn them from empty words and acts into therapy for the soul - is by means of a profound understanding of their intention and by acting according to that intention.
Jesus believed that all the commandments were valid, "For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matthew 5:18 ). But the actual implementation of each commandment requires soul-searching: Sometimes one should be lenient, and sometimes strict (it is permissible to pick wheat on the Sabbath when you are hungry; it is forbidden to refuse to give a loan to your enemy ). In other words: The commandments are not a substitute for moral judgment, but a call for complete moral responsibility.
Jesus does not think that some sort of "original sin" can prevent a person from doing what is good and righteous in the eyes of God. On the contrary: He is certain that human beings can do the good that God demands of them. Doing good, as he understands it, is not always respected in this world. In certain respects it flatly contradicts the ways of this world. That is why the Messiah came: to bring his brothers the "good news" (the Gospel ) that the temptations and sufferings of this world mean nothing, and the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
Jesus makes stringent moral demands of his disciples, because he is certain that they can fulfill them. All they have to do is to recall that their persecutors can kill the body but not the soul (Matthew 10:28 ); they can torture and debase the body, but they have no control over the soul would not surrender to them. Although sin is always on the doorstep, its power is only an illusion. Ignore it and enter the gates of the Kingdom of Heaven.
That is not how the Gentiles' apostle saw things. Paul never saw Jesus face to face and never heard him preach. To him, the "prophetic" moral insights that Jesus spoke about were less important than the life story of the Messiah, especially his life-giving death on the cross. Why did the Messiah die such a terrible and humiliating death? Why did he reveal himself to Paul, who persecuted Christians, and not to those who were far more deserving? These questions aroused in Paul a profound appreciation for the absurdity (to humans) of divine redemption - an absurdity he refused to whitewash. God does not work in such strange and scandalous ways for no reason.
Paul therefore derived three profound insights from his existential-theological confusion. The first was that Jesus' sacrifice was no accident, nor was it trivial: Jesus died in order to repair some monstrous primal transgression that nobody else could repair. This is the "original sin." Original sin was not a local event that caused the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden; it totally destroyed mankind's ability to do good. All human beings are sinners from birth and are drawn irresistibly toward their own ruin. Mankind cannot redeem itself; only the son of God can redeem it.
The second insight: Since the ability to do good of one's one free will, the essential condition of Jewish understanding of the covenant between human beings and God has disappeared since the original sin was committed, except in a relative and insufficient manner, the commandments cannot serve as a "cure" for the sin. The commandments are thus invalidated. Absurdly, they were given so that mankind would understand that they are useless even when accompanied by good intentions and a worthy desire to the right thing in moral terms. Only God's grace can save.
The third insight: Because there is nobody who actually does good, the decision as to who will be saved and who will be destroyed does not depend on a person's deeds ("works"), but on the totally arbitrary decision of God. This decision was made by God long ago and cannot be changed.
Receiving the reward
Paul's worldview destroys the cornerstone of Judaism - the idea that there is a contract between human beings and God that is binding on both sides. God gave the Jewish people (and by implication, all of humanity ) the Torah, in which his demands are spelled out. The Jewish people promised during the revelation at Mount Sinai to do God's will. God for his part promised to reward those who do his bidding, and to punish those who do what he considers evil.
God's demands are not always easy to understand (the project of finding reasons for the commandments always remains incomplete ), but understanding is not crucial for receiving the reward. It is sufficient if a person can present a positive balance of good deeds and sins, to be entitled to a reward.
As for the ability to do good, for Jews the divine commandments themselves serve as proof that human beings can both want what's good and do it. In Paul's eyes, however, human beings cannot want what is good. Salvation is therefore granted to sinners, and is the product of an internal process within the divinity.
The New Testament, which was not sealed with the blood of beasts like the Covenant of the Pieces, nor with the blood of the Passover lamb, but with the spilled blood of the Lamb of God, does not leave a human being the right to stand and speak before the divine court. Whatever his deeds, a human cannot legally demand his due. When he stands before the heavenly court, he can hope for redemption as an expression of divine mercy. Justice unaided by grace necessarily means condemnation. That does not mean that there are no righteous and wicked people in the world. It means that the difference between them is the grace of God, not their own goodwill. If God's grace is removed from even the most righteous of people for even a moment, it's as though all that person's rights never existed.
Paul's radical viewpoint was not accepted literally in Catholicism (although in some Protestant churches it is the official teaching ). Church leaders were afraid that if it were declared that everything is preordained and there is no free will, human beings would be inclined to sin. Because if refraining from sin does not guarantee reward, why not enjoy the contemptible but oh-so-pleasant fruits of sin? It is therefore preferable to declare that the result of mankind's race toward the Kingdom of Heaven is not determined in advance - at least not entirely. God grants us all initial grace, then adds more through his sacraments. This grace enables us to desire what is good in spite of the original sin. Later, he adds grace based on our good intentions. In the final analysis we have a limited but important influence on the decision regarding our fate.
A weak creature
But this diplomatic solution, which removes the sting from the Pauline attack on the Jewish concept of reward and punishment, while accepting the concept of God's grace, does not eliminate the profound Christian fear of sin. The believing Christian remains a weak creature whose ability to do good is in doubt. He cannot rely on his good "works." He never knows with certainty whether his actions find grace in God's eyes, whether they were done out of true love for the Master of the Universe, as required. He constantly has to examine his soul to see whether it has been polluted by sin.
The Catholic confession is not only an admission of a person's guilt, as in a courtroom; that is not sufficient. Rather the confession is a tense and complex process of self-examination in the presence of God's representative, the priest. Only if the confessor succeeds in convincing the priest that his admission of guilt is full and honest will he be pardoned. The priest is not required to grant forgiveness automatically, and if he grants it under duress it is null and void. Without forgiveness, sin will hang like a weight around the neck of the sinner, and he will be dragged to purgatory at best, or to hell at worst.
This loneliness of the confessor before God and his representatives contrasts starkly to the Jewish confession, both the "small" confession in the daily Tahanun prayer and the "big" one on Yom Kippur. The Jewish confession is made in public, and is deliberately impersonal. All confessors read exactly the same alphabetical list of sins. Everyone has "transgressed, acted perfidiously, robbed, slandered" and so on. Of course, not every self-accusation is relevant to every worshiper. We can assume that each of the confessors feels more involved in "his" sins, but repentance - which according to some halakhic authorities is not necessary for absolution on Yom Kippur - is between him and God.
The confessor himself decides how much contrition is sufficient. At the end of Yom Kippur, a general absolution for all the sins between man and God is declared. The Jewish community, "Israel according to the flesh" as Christian theologians dismissively call it, feels comfortable with God. It is protected by its contract with God, and is exempt from the existential anxiety and chronic sense of insecurity that typifies "Israel according to the spirit."
But doubt, especially self-doubt, is not without its uses. Western self-doubt gave rise to psychological complexity. Nothing is simple in the Christian concept of the soul. Nothing is as it seems. The Western ego, which has been exported to the entire world, is self-aware, clearly seeking its dark sides, its hidden intentions. Paul is undoubtedly the father of the Western ego; an ego that, like Aristotle's Prime Mover, is forever "thinking itself." And Paul's greatest interpreter, Augustine, "invented" the psychological autobiography in "Confessions." Descartes' concept of cogito, owe no more to Greek epistemology than to the Christian existential doubt of Paul and Augustine.
In the traditional Jewish world, too much self-doubt was considered a type of spiritual sloth, if not the beginning of apostasy. But perhaps we need a little more of that Christian remedy to existential complacency. It is surely no coincidence that feeling the urge to probe deeper, Jews who emerged from the ghetto walls had such a great appetite for psychology that they turned it into the "Jewish science."
The Hour I First Believed— A Christian Perspective on Yom Kippur
http://alwaysreforming.tumblr.com/

Tonight at sundown marks the beginning of the Jewish celebration of Yom Kippur also known as the Day of Atonement. For most Jews the next 25 hours will be spent in prayer and fasting as they observe this holy day. For the Jewish people, this is the day when the priest enters the holy place, sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice across the lid on the Ark of the Covenant, and ask for the forgiveness of the people’s sins for the year. And for Christians, this day represents a portion of the Bible (Leviticus 16) we often breeze through with little to no regard concerning its spiritual implications. But in my opinion, the Day of Atonement represents one of the most vivid picture of justification found in the Bible… that is, if you understand a little about Jewish history and the Old Testament.
As I said before, the Day of Atonement is when the animal sacrifice was poured out on the Ark of the Covenant. Now all throughout the Old Testament the Ark was representative of the presence of God (hence why the priest could only approach it once a year). Inside the Ark were three important items in the life and history of the Jewish people: the Ten Commandments, a jar of manna, and Aaron’s budding rod. These items represented two things. First, they represented God’s provision for his people. God provided his people with a moral law, with food in the wilderness, and with a priest to lead them. Sadly, these items also represented the people’s rejection of God’s provision. The Israelites had sinned against God, by breaking God’s law, grumbling against God’s provision, and ultimately rejecting God’s chosen man. The Ark represented both God’s presence and the people’s sins. Now, Exodus 25 tells us that the Ark of the Covenant was covered with a lid known as the mercy seat (literally translated “propitiatory covering” or “place of propitiation”) and over this lid was perched two golden cherubim with outstretched wings and heads pointed down, looking into the Ark. While contemporary culture has portrayed cherubim as cute winged babies wearing diapers, they are far from that in the Bible. In Scripture, cherubim are angels of fire and of judgment, which is what makes the imagery of the Ark so cool!
You see, the cherubim are looking down into the Ark judging all they see, and what is inside the Ark? The sins of Israel. But on the Day of Atonement, the priest enters the holy place and sprinkles the blood of the sacrifice on top of the mercy seat, which is the lid of the Ark. Now instead of seeing the sins of the people, the angels see the blood of the sacrifice, which covers the sins of the people!
In the same way Romans 3 teaches us that Christ has become our mercy seat or place of propitiation. When God looks upon a believer in Jesus Christ, rather than seeing the sinfulness of that person, he sees his son whom he put forth as a propitiation on our behalf. How cool is that!? The sacrifice of Christ covers all who place faith in him.
The Day of Atonement was a foreshadowing of the day when all sins would be justified by the grace of God at the Cross of Christ, once and for all. For the Christian, the Day of Atonement is not once a year, but once in a lifetime. As the hymn writer said, “how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.” 
The Day of Atonement--Its Christian Significance
By COGwriter
COGwriter is Bob Thiel, Ph.D.  I maintain a popular website at www.cogwriter.com that reports on news, prophecy, and doctrinal matters of interest to those who believe the Bible. I also function as the Pastor/Overseer for the Continuing Church of God.

The Day of Atonement 2013 begins at sunset September 13 through sunset September 14
The Christian Day of Atonement is based on the English translation of the Hebrew for the Holy day the Jews tend to call Yom Kippur.
In the original Hebrew, the Bible calls the day Yom Hakippurim (which is Hebrew for "Day of the Atonements").
The day is commemorated with a 25-hour fast by Jews, but normally a 24 hour fast by Christians who observe it. While not observed by the mainstream of professing Christianity, the Christian groups (mostly those with origins in the old Worldwide Church of God) that do observe it usually refer to it as the Day of Atonement. (A sermonette-length video message related to offerings and this day is available: ‪Offering for Atonement?; a sermon length video is also available: ‪The Bible and the Day of Atonement.)

1 Date 2 Biblical Origin 3 The Slain Goat Represents Christ 4 The Live Goat Represents Satan 5 Christian Interpretation 6 Jubilee 7New Testament Times 8 Post New Testament 9 Benefits of Fasting 10 The Holy Days
Date
In the Hebrew calendar, the Day of Atonement begins at nightfall starting the tenth day of the Hebrew month of Tishri (which falls in 2013 from sunset September 13 through sunset September 14), and continues until the next nightfall. It is always observed as a one day holiday, both inside and outside the boundaries of the land of Israel, in contrast with many other Jewish holidays, which are observed for two days in the Diaspora.
The Day of Atonement will occur on the following dates in the next few years (and begins sunset the evening before:
2014: Sunset October 3 to sunset October 4 2015: Sunset September 22 to sunset September 23 2016: Sunset October 11 to sunset October 12
For more dates check out Holy Day Calendar. This is a listing of the biblical holy days through 2024, with their Roman calendar dates. They are really hard to observe if you do not know when they occur :)  Biblical Origin
The Day of Atonement one of God's feasts and is considered to be a time for fasting, on which no food or drink are be consumed:
1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'The feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts. (Leviticus 23:1-2)

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 27 "Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. 28 And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the Lord your God. 29 For any person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people. 30 And any person who does any work on that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people. 31 You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32 It shall be to you a sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your sabbath." (Leviticus 23:26-32).

7 'On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall afflict your souls; you shall not do any work. 8 You shall present a burnt offering to the Lord as a sweet aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without blemish. 9 Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 10 and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs; 11 also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the sin offering for atonement, the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings. (Numbers 29:7-11)

Offerings were mentioned above (a sermonette-length video message related to offerings and this day is available: ‪Offering for Atonement?).

Fasting is historically how the phrase "afflict your souls" has been interpreted by the Jewish community (this is also verified by such passages as Psalm 35:13; 69:10 and Isaiah 58:5) to mean fasting, unless one is somehow ill, and thus is already afflicted. Evening to evening means from sunset to sunset.
In the New Testament, the Day of Atonement is referred to as "the Fast" (Acts 27:9). The fact that this day was referred to that way (or even at all) is an indication that it was observed by Christians after Christ's resurrection. The Bible clearly shows that so-called Jewish holy days, such as Pentecost were observed by Christians after Jesus' resurrection (Acts 2:1).
Observant individuals affiliated with the Churches of God will fast from sunset tonight until sunset the next night (if they are physically able--nursing mothers, small children, pregnant women, and various afflicted others are not expected to fast--this is consistent with Jewish practices in this area as well). In this fast we go without food or drink.

The original rites and practices for the Day of Atonement are set forth in the Hebrew scriptures. Here are some of them:
1 "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 A cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width — it shall be square — and two cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure gold; and you shall make for it a molding of gold all around. 4 Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its sides. You shall place them on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it. 5 You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 6 And you shall put it before the veil that is before the ark of the Testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the Testimony, where I will meet with you.

7 "Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps, he shall burn incense on it. 8 And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your generations. 9 You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. 10 And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord." (Exodus 30:1-10)

11 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 12 "When you take the census of the children of Israel for their number, then every man shall give a ransom for himself to the Lord, when you number them, that there may be no plague among them when you number them. 13 This is what everyone among those who are numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half-shekel shall be an offering to the Lord. 14 Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering to the Lord. 15 The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when you give an offering to the Lord, to make atonement for yourselves. 16 And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the children of Israel before the Lord, to make atonement for yourselves." (Exodus 30:11-16)

A unique ceremony related the the Day of Atonement is discussed in Leviticus 16:
8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for Jehovah, and the other lot for Azazel. 9 And Aaron shall present the goat upon which the lot fell for Jehovah, and offer him for a sin-offering. 10 But the goat, on which the lot fell for Azazel, shall be set alive before Jehovah, to make atonement for him, to send him away for Azazel into the wilderness. (Leviticus 16:8-10, ASV)

8 ‘And Aaron hath given lots over the two goats, one lot for Jehovah, and one lot for a goat of departure; 9 and Aaron hath brought near the goat on which the lot for Jehovah hath gone up, and hath made it a sin-offering. 10 ‘And the goat on which the lot for a goat of departure hath gone up is caused to stand living before Jehovah to make atonement by it, to send it away for a goat of departure into the wilderness. (Leviticus 16:8-10, YLT)

Christians note the parallels between the first of the two goats with Jesus and the second of the two goats with Satan (the Azazel goat).
Such as Jesus does get killed, but that Satan does not.
As far as 'Azazel,' notice the following:

R. Menachem interprets Azazel of Samael, the angel of death, the devil, the prince that hath power over desolate places: there are several Christian writers of great note, that understand this of the devil as Origen (b), among the ancients; and of the moderns, Cocceius (c), Witsius (d), and Spencer (e), who think that by these two goats is signified the twofold respect of Christ our Mediator; one to God, as a Judge, to whom he made satisfaction by his death; the other to the devil, the enemy with whom he conflicted in life; who, according to prophecy, was to be delivered up to Satan, and have his heel bruised by him; and who was to come, and did come into the wilderness of this world...(Gill, John. Exposition of the Entire Bible. [1746-63])

So, basically a Jewish rabbi ("R." is an abbreviation for Rabbi) and certain leaders who professed Christ believed that the Azazel goat represented Satan. And that is consistent with the passages in Leviticus 16 and other scriptures.

Notice also the following from the Jewish Encyclopedia:

The Day of Atonement, according to Biblical tradition, is one in the cycle of holidays instituted by Moses. It occurs on the tenth day of the seventh month, and is distinguished by abstaining thereon from food ("afflicting one's soul"; compare Isa. Iviii. 3, 5) and by an elaborate ceremonial. The details of the ritual, in accordance with rabbinical interpretation (Sifra and Rashi on Lev. xvi.; Mishnah and Gemara Yoma; "Yad" Hil. 'Abodat Yom ha-Kippurim; Asheri), proceed about as follows: In the early morning the high priest, in his robes of office (described Ex. xxviii., xxxix.), offered the daily morning sacrifice (Num. xxix. 11; Ex. xxix. 38 et seq.) and performed the ordinary morning rite of dressing the lamps, which was accompanied by an offering of incense (Ex. xxx. 7). Next in order was the festival sacrifice of a bullock and seven lambs (Num. xxix. 7 et seq.). Then began the peculiar ceremonies of atonement, for which the high priest put on special vestments of linen (Lev. xvi. 4). With his hands placed on the head of a bullock (contributed from his own means), he made confession of his own sins and of those of his nearer household (verse 6, see Rashi). The two goats contributed by the people (verse 5) were placed before him, being designated by lot, the one for a sinoffering "for the Lord," and the other to be sent away into the wilderness "for Azazel" (verses 7-10). Once more the high priest made confession over his own bullock, for himself and his wider household—his brother priests (verse 11a). After killing the animal (verse 11b) and receiving its blood into a vessel, he took a censer full of live coals from the altar of burnt offering (Ex. xxvii. 1-8) and two handfuls of fine incense into the sacred recess behind the curtain, the Holy of Holies; there he placed the incense on the coals, the cloud of incense enveloping the so-called "mercy-seat" (verse 12 et seq.), and offered a short prayer (Yoma v. 1). He returned for the vessel containing the blood of the bullock and reentered, sprinkling some of it with his finger eight times between the staves of the Ark (verse 14; Ex. xxv. 13-15). He then left the sacred compartment to kill the people's goat (marked "for the Lord"); with its blood he reentered the Holy of Holies, there to perform the same number of sprinklings in the same place (verse 15)...

In rabbinic Judaism the Day of Atonement completes the penitential period of ten days ([image: image1.jpg]o ey



 [image: image2.jpg]maen



) that begins with New-Year's Day, the season of repentance and prayer; for though prayerful humiliation be acceptable at all times, it is peculiarly potent at that time (R. H. 18a; Maimonides, "Yad," Teshubah, ii. 6). It is customary to rise early (commencing a few days before New-Year); the morning service is preceded by litanies and petitions of forgiveness ([image: image3.jpg]mmho



, "seliḥot") which, on the Day of Atonement, are woven into the liturgy (Shulḥan 'Aruk, Oraḥ Ḥayyim, 581; Zunz, "S. P." 76 et seq.). New-Year's and Atonement days are days of serious meditation ([image: image4.jpg]o' DY



, "awful days," Zunz, "S. P." 82, note)... On the Day of Atonement the pious Jew becomes forgetful of the flesh and its wants, and, banishing hatred, ill-feeling, and all ignoble thoughts, seeks to be occupied exclusively with things spiritual. (Atonement, Day of. Jewish Encyclopedia, 1906. http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/2093-atonement-day-of viewed 09/06/13)

Although Moses did not institute it per se (God told Moses), the idea that the other goat (the one sent to the wildnerness alive) was for Azazel is documented in Jewish literature.

The Slain Goat Represents Christ
The slain goat represents Christ who actually dies for our sins. Notice Leviticus 16:15-19:
15 Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. 16 So he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 There shall be no man in the tabernacle of meeting when he goes in to make atonement in the Holy Place, until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself, for his household, and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD, and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.
Christ's sacrifice is an atonement sacrifice to reconcile us to God. Notice what the Apostle Paul wrote:
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).
Notice also something from the Hebrew scriptures:

6 In mercy and truth Atonement is provided for iniquity; And by the fear of the Lord one departs from evil. (Proverbs 16:6)

Jesus died for our iniquities.

Notice that this was clearly prophesied in the Hebrew scriptures:

1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground.He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. (Isaiah 53:1-8)

And it came to pass.
The Live Goat Represents Satan
Although certain Protestant commentators seem to misunderstand these passages in Leviticus, the live goat does not also somehow represent Jesus Christ.
Notice what happens immediately after the atoning from the death of the first goat:
And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness...And he who released the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp (Leviticus 16:20-22,26).
Notice that the atonement is over after the first goat is sacrificed. The atonement is not part of the symbolism of the second goat. While some Protestant commentators understand this correctly, others either do not know what the Azazel goat represents or think it represents the physical life of Christ.  Yet, that latter explanation would not seem to be consistent with the statements in Leviticus 16:26 (bolded above).
Why?
Because notice that it is a fit man that takes the goat into the wilderness and he has to wash himself after he has released the aza'zel goat. If the second goat represented Christ, the fit man would have to wash BEFORE touching the goat and not AFTER releasing it. Touching the one representing Satan would make one unclean, but not touching the one representing Christ.

What happened to the live goat in Leviticus 16 is symbolic of Satan for two basic reasons:
1. The term scapegoat is an inappropriate translation into English, as it implies that blame is being placed where blame is not due. The Hebrew term is actually aza'zel. This is a term that some Jewish people have historically ascribed to a Satanic adversary.
2. What happens with the Azazel goat and what happens to Satan is quite similar, if one compares Leviticus 16:20-22,26 to Revelation 20:1-3.
Specifically, we in the Continuing Church of God cite the following passage from Revelation 20:
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. (Revelation 20:1-3)

Since the above is consistent with the ceremony in the Old Testament about the binding of the Azazel goat, it appears that the above binding of Satan will occur on the Atonement.

Notice that the Old Testament shows that it is a fit man that places the Azazel goat which bares blame for sins into the wilderness, and in the New Testament an angel that places Satan, who brought sin into the world, into the wilderness of the bottomless pit. (Contrary to the claims of those who do not take this portion of Revelation literally, this 1000 year binding of Satan has certainly not taken place since John was inspired to pen Revelation.)

Notice also the following:

The real cause- the actual author of those sins was Satan the devil. Is it justice for Christ to bear guilt that is not His, while the devil goes off scot-free? Do you not suppose GOD’S great plan will finally work full justice by placing that original blame and guilt right where it belongs?

Now mark carefully this distinction. Christ bore our guilt. For we have been guilty, even though the devil was the original cause of it all. But justice certainly demands that God place right back on the head of the devil his guilt- not our guilt, but his own guilt- for leading us into sin. We were guilty, too- and our guilt Christ bore- yet all our sins belong right back on the devil as his own guilt! (HWA. Pagan Holidays or God's Holy Days)

Satan does have a role to play and one reaps what one sows (Galatians 6:7).

Christian Interpretation
Christians that observe the Day of Atonement normally teach that on that day they are to be at one with God. And that fasting humbles them and makes them realize how dependent they are on God for all their needs and that we need to love others. They also believe that they are dependent upon the sacrifice of Jesus for their salvation, but that Satan does play a role in encouraging people to sin.
Notice also something from both the Old and New Testaments that basically confirms that:

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, For the glory of Your name; And deliver us, and provide atonement for our sins, For Your name's sake! (Psalm 79:9)

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you — unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1-3)

The "scriptures" referred to in 1 Corinthians 15:3 was a reference to the Hebrew scriptures. So, much in the Old Testament related to Jesus and He confirmed various parts of it in the New Testament.

Herbert Armstrong wrote the following where he ties in portions of the Old then New Testaments:

Day of Atonement, or the Fast
Next, let us read Leviticus 23:26, 27, 31-32 "And the LORD spake . . . saying, Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls [fast]. . . . Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath." Wonderful mystery! At-one-ment with God! Man at last made one with his Maker!

Again, in the 16th chapter of Leviticus, verses 29 and 31, where the symbolism of the Day of Atonement is explained, we find it instituted a holy Sabbath to be kept forever: "And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you. . . . It shall be a Sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever."

Notice, too, in Leviticus 23:32, the expression "from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath." Every Sabbath keeper quotes this passage to show that the Sabbath begins at sunset. If we believe that, then why not keep the Sabbath that this very text is speaking of the high Sabbath of the Day of Atonement, instituted forever? Are we consistent, when we continually quote this text to show when to begin the Sabbath, and then refuse to keep the very Sabbath referred to?

Meaning Pictured by Day of Atonement
The Day of Atonement pictures a wonderful and great event, to take place after the Second Coming of Christ, which the world is in total ignorance of because it has failed to see the true significance of these annual Sabbaths holy unto the Lord. It has failed to keep them as a constant reminder of God's plan of redemption!

The symbolism is all expressed in the account of the events of the Day of Atonement, as carried out before the crucifixion, in the 16th chapter of Leviticus.

Verse 5 "And he [Aaron, or the high priest] shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering. . . ."

Verse 6 The high priest offered a sin offering for HIMSELF and his house.

Verses 7 and 8 "And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; the one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat" (margin, Hebrew, Azazel).

Now because this has not been understood because there are many different views and opinions and ideas and explanations of this, we here pause sufficiently to go into this in some detail. Let us, therefore, regardless of our own former convictions, study with open minds, without prejudice, proving all things. We want truth!

The key to the whole explanation lies in a correct understanding of the meaning of Azazel. This word does not occur elsewhere in the Old Testament. The Comprehensive Commentary has: "Spencer, after the oldest opinions of the Hebrews and Christians, thinks Azazel is the name of the Devil, and so Rosen. . . . The word scapegoat signifies the goat which went away. " The One Volume Commentary says: "The word 'scapegoat' in the AV. is not a translation." It is merely an interpretation of the supposed meaning by the translators.

True, the English word "scapegoat" signifies "one who bears blame or guilt for others." But "scapegoat" is an English word, and is not a translation of the Hebrew word Azazel. The word "scapegoat," and the meaning attached to this English word, is not a translation of the Hebrew word Azazel, and therefore it is not the word inspired originally. Continues the One Volume Commentary: "Azazel is understood to be the name of one of those malignant demons."

Types of Christ and Satan
These two goats were, of course, types. Notice, it was necessary to be decided by lot, which one was qualified to represent Christ, and which Azazel. Some say BOTH were qualified. The scripture does not say this. Let us not assume it. Now a "lot" is a solemn appeal to God to decide a doubtful matter. It is a sacred religious ceremony. It included a supernatural act of God. That is why lotteries and gambling are of the devil an actual profaning of a holy service appealing to God.

Notice, men were unable to decide which goat was qualified to represent Christ. This involved an appeal to God to decide! "One lot for the Lord, and the other lot for Azazel." Now one lot was for the Lord this goat typified Christ but the other lot was not for the Lord, did not typify Christ, but Azazel Satan! These words most naturally suggest that Azazel is the name of a person, here contrasted to the Eternal! Notice the contrast one for the Lord, the other for Azazel.

Now the goat which God selected through lot, to represent Christ was slain, as Christ, its antitype was slain. But the other goat selected by God to represent Azazel was not slain, but was driven, alive, into an uninhabited wilderness. It was not a resurrected goat, symbolizing the resurrected Christ, for it never died. The uninhabited wilderness, to which this goat was driven, cannot, as we shall show, represent heaven, where Christ went. Heaven is neither uninhabited, nor a wilderness.

After God designated which goat represented Christ and which Azazel, the high priest (verse 11) killed the bullock for a sin offering for himself, then took the burning coals of fire and the sweet incense into the Holy of Holies, also sprinkling the blood of the bullock before the mercy seat, typical of the throne of God, covering the tables of testimony (the law). This the high priest was required to do in order to purify himself to officiate, and to represent Christ as High Priest. In the antitype, this was not done, for Christ, our High Priest, had no need of this purification as the typical substitutionary priests did.

Now the Levitical high priest was ready to go out and officiate.

Next, the goat which God selected by lot to represent Christ, as the sin offering of the people, was killed. Thus the sins of the people were borne by the goat, even as Christ, finally, once for all, bore our sins on the cross. But Christ rose again from the dead, and ascended to the throne of God in heaven.

Now, who, or what, from this point on in the Levitical ceremony, typified the resurrected Christ, who went to heaven? Some say the goat representing Azazel. Let us see.

The risen Christ, now at the right hand of the throne of God in heaven (I Peter 3:22), is called what? Our High Priest! What was the earthly type of God's throne? The uninhabited wilderness? No! That is where the live goat went!

The earthly type of God's throne was the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies. After Christ died, He went to the heavenly mercy seat interceding for us, as our High Priest. ". . . Entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Hebrews 6:19-20).

Now, again, who, or what, in the Levitical ceremony of the Day of Atonement, typified the risen Christ, our High Priest, who went within the veil to God's throne in heaven? The one goat had been slain. It represented the slain Christ. It can no longer represent the risen Christ. The slain Christ was not our High Priest, because the Levitical priesthood, with its high priest, did not end until Christ rose from the dead and ascended to heaven as a High Priest after the order of Melchisedec. But the risen Christ was High Priest. Now WHO took this part in the Levitical ceremonies, temporarily re-enacted year by year, on this eternal Holy Day? Why, so obviously a child could see, it was the Levitical high priest, not the goat representing Azazel!

The High Priest Type of Christ
As soon as the slain goat was dead, who went within the veil, presenting the blood of this goat before the typical throne of God?

Leviticus 16:15-16 "Then shall he [the high priest] kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and [now the high priest himself typifying the work of the risen Christ] bring his blood within the veil . . . and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat: and he shall make an atonement for the holy place. . . ."

And so it was the high priest taking blood within the veil, to the mercy seat, that typified the risen Christ figuratively taking HIS blood, once for all, within the veil to the very throne of God in heaven, there to intercede for us as High Priest. Surely this is so plain a child can see.

The slain goat represented the crucified Jesus. The high priest, by taking the blood of this slain goat into the veil to the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies, a type of God's throne, represented and did the work of the risen Christ, who ascended to the right hand of the Majesty on high, there interceding as our High Priest. Can we honestly continue to teach that the goat representing Azazel represented the work of the risen Christ? Did this live goat take the blood of Christ within the veil, to the mercy seat?

The high priest going within the veil, into the Holy of Holies, symbolized Christ's return to heaven. The work he did while in the Holy of Holies symbolized Christ's work these 1900 years interceding for us, presenting His shed blood before the mercy seat in heaven. Now, coming back out, symbolizing Christ's return to earth, what did the high priest do?

"And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat: and Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him [Fenton: shall carry upon itself] all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron shall . . . wash his flesh with water. . . . And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat [Azazel] shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp" (Leviticus 16:20-26).

The Azazel Goat Not Our Sin-Bearer
Let us get this straight!

Is there justice with God? Is not God a God of justice, as well as of compassion and mercy? Who is the real author of our sins? The devil is the author of them, even as Christ is the author of our salvation. Jesus took our guilt our blame our sins upon Himself as an innocent substitutionary sacrifice. He was an innocent victim. He loved us, and was willing to die for us. Our guilt our sins, were borne by Him, and Him alone and God forgives them when we repent and accept His sacrifice. And yet, is this, if we stop there, full justice?

The real cause the actual author of those sins was Satan the devil. Is it justice for Christ to bear guilt that is not His, while the devil goes off scot-free? Do you not suppose GOD'S great plan will finally work full justice by placing that original blame and guilt right where it belongs?

Now mark carefully this distinction. Christ bore our guilt. For we have been guilty, even though the devil was the original cause of it all. But justice certainly demands that God place right back on the head of the devil his guilt not our guilt, but his own guilt for leading us into sin. We were guilty, too and our guilt Christ bore yet all our sins belong right back on the devil as his own guilt!

Now notice another point. The Azazel goat carries away the sins of all the people already forgiven. These sins already were fully paid for by Christ's substitute sacrifice, symbolized by the killing of the innocent goat before those same sins were finally laid on the live goat. They had been previously paid for by the death of the slain goat.

The devil is the real author of all sin. Can we, then, be finally made at one with God, as long as this instigator of sin is with us? Can we not see he must first be driven away? And there would not be justice with God unless his own guilt in our sins were placed right back on his head? Is it justice for Christ to bear the devil's guilt, as well as our own guilt, for our sins? Christ has carried our sins, but must He continue to carry them? Should they not be removed entirely from us, and from the presence even of God?

Thus the killing and sprinkling of blood of the first goat visibly set forth the means of reconciliation with God, through the substituted sacrifice of an innocent victim. So finally the sending away of the second goat, laden with those sins, the expiation of which had been signified by the first goat, no less vividly sets forth the effect of that sacrifice, in complete removal of those expiated sins from the presence of God!

Satan the Accuser
Satan is the accuser of the brethren. His power over men is founded on sin. When all these sins, of which he is the author, are laid back on him, after being removed from us by Christ, then Satan shall have lost his claim on us. And no longer can he accuse us!

Thus, finally, as the acceptance of the blood of the first goat (Christ) symbolized complete propitiation, and pardon of Israel's sins, so the sending of Azazel bearing away those expiated sins symbolizes the complete removal of all sins deliverance by the atonement from the power of the adversary.

The sacrifice of the first innocent victim was the means of reconciliation with God, but not yet complete justice.

The driving away of the second live goat shows the final atonement, by placing the sins on their author where they belong, and the complete removal of the sins and their author from the presence of God and His people and thus the complete deliverance of the people from the power of Satan.

Webster says to atone means to set at one. To join in one to form by uniting. We shall not be completely joined in one, and united with God, until this is done.

Before leaving this, notice, too, that after laying both his hands on the live goat, Azazel, Aaron had to wash and cleanse himself before coming in contact with the people. So, too, the "fit man" also had to wash his clothes and bathe himself after coming in contact with the Azazel goat, before he came into the presence of the people. The symbolism is certainly that of having come in contact with the devil!

Notice, now, this act of putting these already expiated and forgiven sins on the head of this live goat does not take place until after the high priest returns from the Holy of Holies within the veil so this typified an act to take place after the Second Coming of Christ to this earth!

But if the live goat represented the resurrected Christ, then the sins Christ bore on the cross were placed by another, typified by the high priest, back on Christ, after His resurrection. Would this make sense? Is the theory of the Azazel goat being Christ consistent? No, but the plain simple meaning does fit at every turn, and IS consistent. The first goat represented the innocent Jesus who died for our sins the high priest represented the risen Christ going within the veil to the mercy seat, or throne of God in heaven, for over 1900 years and the high priest returning to place the sins finally upon the head of the live goat represented the return of Christ who will place the sins He bore on their author, the devil, and who will send him away alive into a desolate uninhabited wilderness the "bottomless pit" or abyss of Revelation 20:3.

In the 19th chapter of Revelation, we have the prophecy of the Second Coming of Christ. At the beginning of the 20th chapter, what is to happen?

Exactly what the 16th chapter of Leviticus shows. The devil is sent away the symbol here used is the "bottomless pit" symbol of an uninhabited desolate wilderness (Revelation 18:2) and he is sent there by a FIT man an ANGEL from heaven. Now the devil is not killed. He does not die. He is still alive a thousand years later after the Millennium (Revelation 20:7).

Now a few points that will come to mind. Both goats were "presented before the Lord." Can Satan be presented before the Lord? Job 1:6 and 2:1 says he has presented himself before the Lord. Note, too, Azazel was driven away from the Holy of Holies, a symbol of God's presence.

And so the annual Day of Atonement was instituted forever to keep continually before God's children and His Church the plan of redemption, to occur after the Second Coming of Christ.

And we find this annual holy day recognized in the New Testament. In Acts 27:9, when Paul was on his perilous sea voyage to Rome, it is recorded that "when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past. . . ." See the margin in your Bible. The fast refers to the Day of Atonement the 10th day of the seventh month. Now this day could not then have been past on that particular year unless that day was still in full effect and force and existence. Otherwise the Holy Spirit surely could never have inspired those words! Surely this strongly indicates that this day was still in existence and being recognized thus by the Holy Spirit. (Armstrong HW. Pagan Holidays or God's Holy Days Which?)

The Day of Atonement in New Testament Times

But what about the Day of Atonement in New Testament times?

The Bible teaches that Jesus kept the Law and did not sin (Hebrews 4:15), hence He kept all the Fall Holy Days including the Day of Atonement.

The New Testament shows that the the Gentile Gospel writer Luke knew about the Day of Atonement, when he wrote:

...sailing was now dangerous because the Fast was already over (Acts 27:9).

What was Luke referring to according to Protestant commentators? Why the day of Atonement. Notice two such commentaries (note italics/bolding are from the sources cited):

Acts 27:9-11... Sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was already past, that is, the famous yearly fast of the Jews, the day of atonement, which was on the tenth day of the seventh month, a day to afflict the soul with fasting (from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.).

Acts 27:8-9... The fast to which Luke refers is the Day of Atonement (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press).

The fact that Luke (who wrote in Greek) used that term for a Christian audience (Acts 1:1) strongly indicates that the Day of Atonement was known, recognized, and observed by early Christians. He presumed that Christians would realize when "the Fast" was as they would have been keeping it. If they had not been keeping it, then Luke probably would have used a different expression. But he did not as he knew his the Greek-reading Christian audience would understand what he was referring to.

Furthermore, notice some statements from the Apostle Paul:

17...Men and brethren, though I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers (Acts 28:17)

4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:4-6)

Since Paul kept the customs of his people, he, too, kept all the Fall Holy Days including the Feast of Trumpets. If not, he could not have made that statement which is in Acts 28:17 nor the ones about being blameless in the law in Philippians 3:4-6.

The Hebrew words kaphar (Strong's #3722) and kopher (Strong's #3724), from which the word translated as "Atonement" Kipuriym (Strong's #3725 is kippur) in Leviticus 23:27 comes from, literally means “to cover or cover over" (and Strong's #3722 is used in passages such as Numbers 29:5 to refer to the atonement sacrifice. The New Testament discusses the idea of covering over sins through Jesus sacrifice. Notice what the Apostles Paul and Peter were inspired to write:

5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin." (Romans 4:5-8)

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:

22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness — by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:21-25)

This is something Christians need to realize, and the Day of Atonement (as well as Passover) serves as an annual reminder.

Post New Testament
This is further substantiated in a Jewish account (reported in the Talmud), as related by a Catholic scholar may also be helpful here. It is recorded that an early second century Christian named Jacob (100-120 AD) with a Jewish scholar discussed the Day of Atonement and the Christian Jacob explained how it helped show "Christ head of the angels" and that we are to be "blameless" in our "conduct" (Bagatti, Bellarmino.  Translated by Eugene Hoade.  The Church from the Circumcision.  Nihil obstat: Marcus Adinolfi. Imprimi potest: Herminius Roncari. Imprimatur: +Albertus Gori, die 26 Junii 1970.  Franciscan Printing Press, Jerusalem, p.97).

And of course, when God has an angel bind Satan (Revelation 20:1) this will be another related fulfillment for the Day of Atonement.

Furthermore, it is known that in the first and second century, Polycarp of Smyrna kept both the Spring Holy Days and the Fall Holy Days. Polycarp also knew that Satan was behind sin:

“For whosoever does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is antichrist”(1 John 4:3), and whosoever does not confess the testimony of the cross, is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment, he is the first-born of Satan. Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us return to the word which has been handed down to us from the beginning (Polycarp's Letter to the Philippians, Chapter VII. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 1 as edited by Alexander Roberts & James Donaldson; American Edition, 1885; Reprint Hendrickson Publishers, 1999, pp. 33-36).

Canons 37 & 38 of the Council of Laodicea of the fourth century prohibited the observation of the unleavened bread and other festivals of the Jews and there was a similar condemnation in Canon 69/70 of the Syrian Apostolic Canons near this time which also prohibited in Jewish fasts (Seaver JE.  Persecution of the Jews in the Roman Empire (300-438), Issue 30 of University of Kansas publications: Humanistic studies. University of Kansas Publications, 1952.  Original from the University of Virginia, Digitized Apr 29, 2009, pp. 34-35; also at http://vlib.iue.it/carrie/texts/carrie_books/seaver/text.html). Hence this practice of Christians keeping the Days of Unleavened Bread also must have been going on then in Asia Minor and elsewhere--others scholars share that opinion (Seaver, p. 34; Bagatti B, Priest. The Church from the Circumcision, pp. 87-88).

Furthermore the keeping of these days was condemned by John Chrysostom near the end of the fourth century, thus confirming that professors of Christ were keeping the biblical holy days. John Chrysostom specifically condemned observing the Day of the Fast that the Jews also kept (see Did Early Christians Observe the Fall Holy Days?):

The festivals of the pitiful and miserable Jews are soon to march upon us one after the other and in quick succession: the feast of Trumpets, the feast of Tabernacles, the fasts. There are many in our ranks who say they think as we do. Yet some of these are going to watch the festivals and others will join the Jews in keeping their feasts and observing their fasts.
This condemnation, though, is specific proof that some who professed Christ still observed the Day of Atonement into the fourth century.

Additionally, comments by Jerome and Epiphanius near that time concerning the Nazarene Christians would also seem to support that those who kept the Holy Days, such as Atonement, were located in several areas at that time (see Nazarene Christianity: Were the Original Christians Nazarenes?).

It should also be added that because of the renunciation of the millennial teaching, officially the Catholics of Rome and the Eastern Orthodox seem to have discounted and/or misunderstood the literal biblical teaching that Satan will be bound for a thousand years. Notice the following from an Eastern Orthodox and a Catholic source:

CHILIASM: Chiliasm, from the Greek word meaning "1000," is a belief based on Revelation 20:2-7. In its classical form (which interprets the Revelation 20 verses verbatim), Chiliasm teaches that Satan will be bound by Christ for 1000 years, at which time Jesus and the Saints will reign on earth, and after which, Satan will be finally defeated and the Eternal Kingdom of God will be inaugurated. In modern times, Chiliasm has been "boiled down" to the teaching that the world will end after one thousand years (or a number of years that is a multiple of one thousand). Though some Ancient Church Fathers of the first three centuries AD had Chiliast leanings, the Orthodox Church formally denounced Chiliasm at the Second Ecumenical Council, in 381 (Orthodox Christian Beliefs and Practices. © 2006-2007 Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/beliefs/ 08/18/07).

Millenium {sic}: Since the Holy Office decreed (July 21, 1944) that it cannot safely be taught that Christ at His Second Coming will reign visibly with only some of His saints (risen from the dead) for a period of time before the final and universal judgment, a spiritual millennium is seen in Apoc. 20:4-6. St. John gives a spiritual recapitulation of the activity of Satan, and the spiritual reign of the saints with Christ in heaven and in His Church on earth. (LeFrois, Bernard J. Eschatological Interpretation of the Apocalypse. The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. XIII, pp. 17-20; Cited in Culleton, p. 9)

In other words, Orthodox Church scholars know that early Christian leaders, which it calls, "Ancient Church Fathers" taught chiliasm (called millenarianism in Latin), yet it CHANGED that teaching AND CONDEMNED it in a church council. And Catholics teach that the binding of Satan in Revelation already happened! There has not been one thousand years that the world has been free of Satan, and because these groups do not keep the Day of Atonement anymore, they are failing to understand much of its meaning.

Does any thinking person believe that Satan was ever bound and away from the Earth for 1,000 years after the Book of Revelation (which Catholics often refer to as the Apocalypse) was written? This has never happened literally or spiritually. It will happen in the millennium (see also Did The Early Church Teach Millenarianism?).

Notice the following from a Catholic "prophet":

Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser (Born in the 17th century, in Germany): God will bind Satan for a number of years until the days of the Son of Perdition...(Yves. Catholic Prophecy: The Coming Chastisement. TAN Books, Rockford (IL), 1973, p. 40)

Yet, the Bible is clear that Satan is bound (Revelation 20:1-4) after Jesus returns (Revelation 19:11-16) and the son of perdition (Revelation 19:20) is gone. Hence, this is a misunderstanding on Satan contradicts the order in scripture. Those who keep the biblical Holy Days are less likely to make that type of error.

Notice that the Sabbath-keepers in Transylvania in the 1500s (and probably later) kept the Fall Holy Days such as the Day of Atonement:

The Sabbatarians viewed themselves as converted Gentiles..They held to the biblical holidays...The Day of Atonement was a day of fasting, although they emphasized that pentinence is more easily achieved by a peaceful and quiet meditation on the law and one's life than by fasting. (Liechty D. Sabbatarianism in the Sixteenth Century. Andrews University Press, Berrien Springs (MI), 1993, pp. 61-62).

People attempting to be faithful to the Bible have observed the Day of Atonement and we in the Continuing Church of God continue to do so in the 21st century.

Why Fasting? Are There Any Benefits Fasting?
On the Day of Atonement, the Bible says to "afflict your souls" (Leviticus 23:32).

In Isaiah 58:5 the Bible teaches that a fasting day is a day to afflict one's soul. Furthermore, notice something else from Isaiah:

12 And in that day the Lord God of hosts Called for weeping and for mourning, For baldness and for girding with sackcloth. 13 But instead, joy and gladness, Slaying oxen and killing sheep, Eating meat and drinking wine: "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!"

14 Then it was revealed in my hearing by the Lord of hosts, "Surely for this iniquity there will be no atonement for you, Even to your death," says the Lord God of hosts. (Isaiah 22:12-14)

Notice that not avoiding food when told to is equated to having no atonement. And while the word translated as atonement in Isaiah 22:14 is not the identical Hebrew word in Leviticus 23, it is similar and apparently has similar connotations.

The Day of Atonement was called "the Fast" in Acts 27:9.

Thus, those in the Church of God who are faithful and able fast on the Day of Atonement. That is, they avoid all food and drink for the entire 24 hours of that day.

Are there any benefits associated with that?

First notice what the Bible teaches:

5 Is it a fast that I have chosen, A day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, And to spread out sackcloth and ashes? Would you call this a fast, And an acceptable day to the Lord? 6 "Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own flesh? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; You shall cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.'

"If you take away the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 10 If you extend your soul to the hungry And satisfy the afflicted soul, Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, And your darkness shall be as the noonday. 11 The Lord will guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in drought, And strengthen your bones; You shall be like a watered garden, And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 12 Those from among you Shall build the old waste places; You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. (Isaiah 58:5-12)

So, the Bible teaches both physical and spiritual benefits and responsibilities from fasting.

Here are some comments from Herbert W. Armstrong about fasting:

FASTING AND PRAYER: There is, as I said above, NOTHING like fasting and prayer for drawing close to God, re-establishing contact, being filled with His Spirit. For this purpose it is better to fast completely -- no fruit-juice of any kind. In Bible times they sometimes fasted without even water, but sometimes water was used. Personally I think results will be obtained if one drinks water, but nothing else.

For purely spiritual purposes a fast of from one to three days is usually sufficient. You may expect headaches, and a very thick-headed feeling the first few days. It is not pleasant. It is, in Bible language, AFFLICTING THE SOUL. It takes courage and will-power, and self-denial. I recommend, for this purpose, dividing your time three ways: about one third in studying the subject of fasting in the Bible, and other Bible study. Use a good concordance, and your marginal references if your Bible has them. If not you should get one which has. Look up all you can find under fasting. Then about a third of your time in meditation -- turning over in your own mind by yourself WHY you have not been closer to God, thinking out just HOW you have been letting the worldly things creep in, meditating on what you have read in the Bible, applying it to yourself and your spiritual condition. Then, spend one full third of your time in earnest PRAYER.

Did you ever spend one solid HOUR in prayer, alone with God in some private room, on your knees? Very few ever have. If you haven't, the first time you do it you'll find it will take as much will-power and self-denial as forcing yourself to stay on a fast and resisting that gnawing hunger feeling. In five or ten minutes, or less, every excuse in the world will come into your mind. You aren't in the mood now -- why not do it later? You just think of something that ought to be done, and you think you must go do it right now. Yes, I know what will come to your mind, for I have done it and I know by experience. But if you will resist every temptation, and STAY on your knees, even though you think your prayer isn't going as high as the ceiling, in at least 30 or 40 minutes the devil will probably give up and let you alone and you'll find you are establishing contact with God, and you'll find you are beginning to really ENJOY talking to Him -- just pouring out your soul to Him -- telling him all about it. Pause, once awhile, and meditate, and let God talk to you. (Armstrong HW. Importance of Fasting. July 7, 1948)

In addition to humbling ourselves and helping us to realize how much we need to rely on God and drawing closer to him, fasting is considered to have certain physical benefits. Some, though sadly not yet most, in the medical world are realizing that there seem to be health benefits from fasting:

The power of intermittent fasting
Scientists are uncovering evidence that short periods of fasting, if properly controlled, could achieve a number of health benefits, as well as potentially helping the overweight, as Michael Mosley discovered…

Calorie restriction, eating well but not much, is one of the few things that has been shown to extend life expectancy, at least in animals. We’ve known since the 1930s that mice put on a low-calorie, nutrient-rich diet live far longer. There is mounting evidence that the same is true in monkeys…

IGF-1 levels can be lowered by fasting. The reason seems to be that when our bodies no longer have access to food they switch from “growth mode” to “repair mode”.

As levels of the IGF-1 hormone drop, a number of repair genes appear to get switched on according to ongoing research by Professor Valter Longo of the University of Southern California…

Current medical opinion is that the benefits of fasting are unproven and until there are more human studies it’s better to eat at least 2000 calories a day. If you really want to fast then you should do it in a proper clinic or under medical supervision, because there are many people, such as pregnant women or diabetics on medication, for whom it could be dangerous. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-19112549
Of course, those who risk death or major health problems should not fast. But for others, it can be a healthy thing to do from a physical, as well as spiritual, perspective.

The Holy Days
The Christian Day of Atonement, comes after the Feast of Trumpets (also known as Rosh Hoshana or Rosh Hashanah) and is considered to be part of God's plan of salvation as shown in the biblical (though often called 'Jewish') holy days.
In its Statement of Beliefs , the Continuing Church of God states:

The Day of Atonement, called “the Fast” in the New Testament (Acts 27:9), helps show our own weaknesses and need to be closer to God (Isaiah 58:5,11).  It also helps picture that Satan has a role in the sins of humankind and that he will be bound for one-thousand years (Revelation 20:1-3; cf. Leviticus 16:20-26; Isaiah 14:12-16).

Thus, because of its New Testament references, the Day of Atonment is something that should be highly relevant for Christians. In spite of this, a least one fourth century leader, who had antisemetic tendencies, condemned this day and other Fall Holy Days (see article Did Early Christians Observe the Fall Holy Days?)--however, the Bible itself shows that the Day of Atonement is important for Christians.

The fasting day also gives Christians a brief pause before the next holiday/Holy Day period, the Feast of Tabernacles, which is a time of rejoicing and feasting that begins 5 days later (picturing the 1000 year reign of Christ on the Earth--this teaching is called by some as Millenarianism).
The Day of Atonement is significant for Christians. It pictures Christ's sacrifice for our sins and that Satan has a role and will be sent away (and bound for the millennium). While others professing Christianity somewhat understand this, because they do not keep this and the other Christian Holy Days, they often do not have a proper view of God's plan of salvation, such as the role of Satan and Christ.
This Day of Atonement pictures not only what has happened (with Christ) but some of what will happen with Satan (while the holy days that follow show other events that will happen later). This is information that Christians living in these latter days should value.
Information on fasting can be found in an old article by Herbert W. Armstrong titled Importance of Fasting; here is a link to it in Mandarin Chinese 禁食的重要性.
A sermonette-length video message related to offerings and this day is available: ‪Offering for Atonement? A sermon length video is also available: ‪The Bible and the Day of Atonement.
More information on the Holy Days can be found in the booklet, The Holy Days - God's Master Plan or the articles:
Hope of Salvation: How the Continuing Church of God Differs from Protestantism Did the Early Church Observe the Fall Holy Days? Is There "An Annual Worship Calendar" In the Bible? Should Christians Keep the Days of Unleavened Bread? Melito's Homily on the Passover The Book of Life and the Feast of Trumpets? The Feast of Tabernacles: A Time for Christians?
Thiel, B., Ph.D. The Day of Atonement--Its Christian Significance. www.cogwriter.com/atonement.htm (c) 2005/2006/2007/2008/2009/2010/2011/2012/2013 0910
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Israel Drazin makes an excellent point. Ruth's conversion consisted of a statement "where you go, i will go." This is the mark of a ger tzedek, not long-study, acceptance by any group. if i go to davven (pray) in a minyan (prayer quorum) anywhere, will they ask me how i became jewish (birth or conversion and by whom) or will they count me for the minyan? A person's status is determined by his/her actions. Do they act jewish and are they part of the jewish community. In talmudic times, a slave jumped into a river (mikve) to become jewish and free. Rabbi Angel is on the right track, but does not go far enough. It is time to renew our days as of old (hadesh yameinu kekedem) and recognize what conversion is, the joining of the jewish people. And the reason why does not matter. 

Joe Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Reply to Gerald Rothberg. Israel's constitution is based on Britain, who held the League of Nations Mandate for Palestine. In Britain the Orthodox Chief Rabbis, most recently Lord Dr. Immanuel Jakobovits and Lord Prof. Jonathan Sacks, have done their best to provide a broadbased Orthodoxy, building schools that accepted any child with a Jewish mother, regardless of afilliation or observance. Unfortunately in Israel the Chief Rabbinate has been hijacked by extreme rightwingers, who in turn have alienated the Modern Orthodox as well as the secularists. Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionists are free to build synagogues in Israel and to carry on their congregational life, although weddings, divorces and conversions must involve the official Orthodox Chief Rabbinate. Israeli secularists have not rushed to fill the existing non-Orthodox synagogues, which tend to be seen as an American intrusion.

Danny Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Reply to George. The key point of Ruth's conversion was , 'Your G-d is my G-d.' Conversion is primarily a religious act and only secondarily an ethnic act. Accepting G-d means she accepted the Mitzvot. This is how this verse has always been understood.

Akiva Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Stanleigh Cohen. You have a rather simplistic view of the black hat brigade. When I was younger, observant Ashkenazic American Orthodoxy was divided between those who followed Rav Dr Joseph Soloveitchik, Rav Dr Joseph Breuer, Rav Moshe Feinstein, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, Rav Menachem Mendel Schneersohn and many other world class Gedolim. None of these leaders was self-appointed. They grew in stature because others came to acknowledge their wisdom, just as many Conservatives came to accept Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, or Reform came to accept Rabbi Solomon Freehof. Orthodoxy has been less centralized than other streams and Rabbis have expressed alternative view on many issues of the day.

chloe baumstein Fri. Jan 8, 2010
if it were not for the inclusion of R. Freundel on an 'acceptable' Beit Din , this would seem 120% political. as is, reading the Montreal site: REQUIRED to have ARTSCROLL SIDDUR !!! Is R. Sacks part of an 'acceptanble'beit din? In J-M a male-person-of-semicha (IE Rabbi?) said that the very fact that he was sitting down at a table with us to discuss the issue made him irrelevant to the conversion process. A local rabbi we highly respect previously warned us that his teshuvot would probably be unacceptable to our hashkafa (sorry for the runon)- is probably going to have to reexamine our conversion documents should our children wish to have a halchic wedding (and we PURPOSELY had a HALACHIC ORTHODOX CONVERSION (purposely redundant)

SHABBAT SHALOM uMEVORAH 

David Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Good article, and the Hareidi crew really does need to be stopped and marginalized before it has the chance to ruin Judaism and turning it into something that, were I not born a Jew, I could not (and would not wish to) join.

stanleigh cohen Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Akiva: how long ago were you "younger"? The individuals whose names you mention are now all deceased! TIMES HAVE CHANGED, and the scenario I laid out is the current one.

Kul tov.

blatstein Fri. Jan 8, 2010
One individual whose "Orthodox" conversion definitely needs to be revisted is that of David Klinghoffer, who currently draws his paycheck from the Discovery Institute, a creationist think-tank funded by Protestant Evangelicals. 

Abortion is permitted by Jewish law (under the right conditions) and is not considered murder. Yet, in his online blog, while claiming to speak as a "representative of Orthodox Judaism," Mr. Klinghoffer hawks the hardline Christian Right position on this subject, which categorically defines abortion as murder. On that same blog, he has expressed admiration for Hebrew-Christians: i.e., the Protestant Evangelicals otherwise known as Jews for Jesus. Further, contrary to Rav Soloveitchik's prohibition on theological inter-faith dialogue, Mr. Klinghoffer is gleefully involved in such activity- indeed, despite the halachic ban on Jews' presence in church sanctuaries, this convert to "Orthodox Judaism" boasts online of his attendance at church services!

NOT philologos Fri. Jan 8, 2010
yasher koach to Stanleigh Cohen for his phenomenal, spot-on play on words with "AVODA TZARA" :

1.The term echoes the Talmud term (avodah zara) for 'false worship';

2. The Hebrew word "zara" means 'narrow' and is related to the Yiddish word TZORUS - which is what black-hat partisanship causes other Jews; 

3. and 'Tzara' also suggests the Russian title TZAR (English: Czar), as in: imperious rule, rule by dictat. 

NOT philologos Fri. Jan 8, 2010
in item #2 of my previous posting, it should, of course, read 'tzara' vice 'zara'. Sorry about that!

Ben Fri. Jan 8, 2010
How sad. The non-jews are telling us what is right. If you want to see if orthodox are devided or not, just go to an airport, where flights leave to Israel. You will see all kind of jews gather to pray. The ones who do not, are not really jewish, or just ignorant. Ignorant should not have an opinion.

Dena Fri. Jan 8, 2010
This whole thing is racist at core. Because my mother was Jewish, I am considered a Jew despite wearing pants, eating pork, living in a nonreligious neighborhood and never attending shul. But someone whose mother was not Jewish has to become super-frum to be converted, and then stay that way or risk being kicked out. 

music in europe Fri. Jan 8, 2010
the following is from the latest syndicated column of Likudnik Charles "Chuck" Krauthammer:

"THIS is a fanatical religious sect dedicated to establishing the most oppressive medieval theocracy and therefore committed to unending war with America not just because it is infidel but because it represents modernity with its individual liberty, social equality (especially for women) and profound tolerance (religious, sexual, philosophical). "

In context, Krauthammer is referring to al-Qaida. However, horrible dictu, with a few tweaks, it also describes the haredi/black-hat hashkafa!

Way to go, Chuck!

Miriam Chartier Fri. Jan 8, 2010
FORWARD.....IT IS WRITTEN...Isaiah 41...." PRESENT YOUR CASE, " SAYS THE LORD. "SET FORTH YOUR ARGUMENTS,"SAYS JACOB'S KING.

THANK YOU FORWARD,,,FOR LETTING THE ARGUMENTS GO OUT. 

If the truth can not be spoken, the lie and deceit will never be uncovered and the skin will remain over us....and we will not rise. 

Nothing will change....and we will still walk in error. 

It is written...Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. I Chronicles 16. 

Uri Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Kol hakavod Rabbi Marc Angel. Your article goes right to the point. I also agree with some of other people who wrote here that we need to take in account the non-orthodox conversions. We need to learn to live with our differences together, as one Jewish People, and not as lots of Judaisms. There are serious and not so serious Rabbis in all the movements. In Brazil on the last July, for example, yesh omrim that a sefardi orthodox Rabbi made 40 conversions or more in a remote place in Bahia. It was called "return" of anussim. But the Rabbi didn´t know a significant part of them. I know about some of them that knew that the Rabbi was coming to Bahia (where there is only one conservative Rabbi and that´s all) 2 days earlier and traveled from other state to there in order to enter the mikve. Anybody from the Brazilian Jewish community, no institution, no synagogue, knew about it. People were "converted" I don´t know how, from a Rabbi that came from the USA. So some of them want to make allyah, but the Jewish Agency don´t know nothing about this Rabbi and nothing about this people. It´s one example of curious conversion process. So I suggest that on our times we need to become more inclusive to all Jewish movements - orthodox, conservative, reform, reconstructionist - and change the cryteria: serious and honest people, serious and honest Rabbis above all - and we will see serious and honest conversions from all Jewish movements. Shabat shalom and again, Kol Hakavod, Rabbi Marc Angel, for your position. Enough is enough, "dai kvar".

Uri Fri. Jan 8, 2010
Only one more thing: when I said "mikve", people who were there said that it was a small river far from anywhere. If it had to be a serious process, why do it hidden? shabat shalom

Hymie Zoltsveis Fri. Jan 8, 2010
The Deformed Jews correctly are given little say in our Holy Land, except in how to cook pork roasts and lobster. Believe it or not, homosexual behavior is an ABOMINATION.

Thank G-d for the REAL JEWS---the Orthodox. Although I am not yet at that level, it is ONLY due to the Orthodox that Judaism will survive.

As for the Deform and Deconstructed Jews, be sure to flush the toilet, as your Judaism goes down the drain.

Your grandchildren will NOT be Jewish.

stanleigh cohen Sat. Jan 9, 2010
Nicely done, "NOT PHILOLOGOS" !

Here is another one: as a result of haredi political pressure, on the MEHADRIN bus lines in Israel, women must sit in the back while men sit in the front. (Think the American South before the Civil Rights Movement).

MEHADRIN is usually taken to mean 'zealous', and refers to supererogatory religious observance. Instead of 'meHadrin', read 'meCHadrin.' 'CHDR' means 'chamber, 'enclosure'; so 'mechadrin' can be seen to mean 'segregationist' or'(self-)segregating,' as that latter term was employed by Jacob Neusner in a recent article in the FORWARD. 

Also, CHD"R is the acronym for cherem d'rabbunim "rabbinic ban." So 'mechadrin' can also mean 'ban freaks', or even "boys of the ban"! (cf. the play "Boys in the Band.")

Dr. Angelito Sun. Jan 10, 2010
Interesting, how do we even know if some of the rejectionist rabbis were not themselves descendants of converts at some point in the past who today they would reject for this that or the other arbitrary rationale, oh the irony is too interesting to dismiss is it not ?

How about that ?

Why do we not focus on real problems, like the seamless progression of the true manipulators who funded the NAZI regime who are still in power, the true Eugenicists who burned their patsy pawns to make us believe "we got the big fish", and who continue to this day implementing eugenics on the population via their top secret weapon, MERCURY ?

http://MercuryJustice.org 

Miriam Chartier Mon. Jan 11, 2010
Sorry about Ps. 118...I think faster than I type, The stone the builders has REJECTED has become the Capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

The remnant of every generation that returned and repented, whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it! the end part is written in Ex. 

One House, One people, what is needed is a place like Davaid made to worship in song and praise.....the lifting up our hearts to G-D, in thanks of all He has done....the world can fall, around us, but it is only a season in our eternal lives with Him. 

It is written...Isaiah 5 Now let me sing to my well-beloved a song of My Beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:(hidden part) And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones there of , and planted it with choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 

PLEASE READ THIS CHAPTER...the many woes of G-D this should tell you Enough is a Enough...stop thinking Past look now and do the work...put sin out....G-D does the rest..

joe karnofsky Mon. Jan 11, 2010
Blatstein is absolutely correct about "Convert" Klinghoffer.

On his blog, not only does he revile Reform Jews as Nazis (!)- so much for Jewish unity - but he refuses to utter a single word of critioism concerning the corruption, tax cheating and sexual abuse scandals which, tragically, have afflicted Orthodoxy this past year.

Moreover, along with Michael Medved and Rabbi Daniel Lapin - better known as Jack Abramoff's spiritual advisor - Mr. Klinghoffer forms Mel Gibson's "kosher Trinity" : the Seattle-based trio of Jewish supporters/defenders of Gibson, not just before, but even AFTER his Malibu DUI anti-Semitic meltdown!

Akiva Mon. Jan 11, 2010
Stanleigh Cohen. You are right -- I was young in the 1970's and 1980's. However, all the groups I mentioned still exist, as do their institutions -- Y U , KAJ, Agudath Israel, Chabad, Satmar-- but without the benefit of their world renowned European founders. Their leaders are not self-appointed. 

Miriam Chartier Mon. Jan 11, 2010
Akiva, is that you? 

Danny Chameides Mon. Jan 11, 2010
While Rabbi Angel has some good points, he doesn't go far enough. For years the Talibanut in Israel has denied Conservative rabbis and others the right to perform weddings, etc. It's laughable to me how now the Open Orthodox rabbis like Rabbis Angel and Weiss are all upset about the Haredization of the conversion process i.e. that their conversions might not be recognized by the RCA and the Talibanut in Israel. For years Conservative rabbis haven't been able to be rabbis in Israel because they aren't following halacha properly but these very same Open orthodox Rabbis never uttered a word in protest. Now that they are regarded as unhalachic by furthur right elements they are up in arms-too bad guys.

Danny Chameides Mon. Jan 11, 2010
While Rabbi Angel has some good points, he doesn't go far enough. For years the Talibanut in Israel has denied Conservative rabbis and others the right to perform weddings, etc. It's laughable to me how now the Open Orthodox rabbis like Rabbis Angel and Weiss are all upset about the Haredization of the conversion process i.e. that their conversions might not be recognized by the RCA and the Talibanut in Israel. For years Conservative rabbis haven't been able to be rabbis in Israel because they aren't following halacha properly but these very same Open orthodox Rabbis never uttered a word in protest. Now that they are regarded as unhalachic by furthur right elements they are up in arms-too bad guys.

Len Katzman Mon. Jan 11, 2010
I never worry that my homeland, the United States of America, will tell me whether I am Jewish or not. But, I do not trust that haredi zealot fundamentalists wouldn't disqualify me if they could because I belong to a Reform congregation, no matter that I am Jewish by birth, a kohen, from an unbroken ancestry of Jews on both my father's and mother's side for as far back as anyone can know. 

A pox on all fundamentalists!

PAGE  
2

