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Eat and Educate – formerly Lunch and Learn

2011-2012
Hazzan Rob Menes

Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 (start eating at 12)

Village Shalom

This Year’s Topic:

People Who Have Influenced Judaism
Who are the people who made Judaism what it is today? In some cases, they are the patriarchs and prophets of the religion. However, the people who have tried to destroy and change Judaism have had a profound influence on the religion as well. This year, we will look at both the positive and negative influences on Judaism in an attempt to piece together the mosaic of practices and beliefs of Judaism today.
A partial list of the people we will look at follows. We will not deal with them in chronologic order.The first question to address is, with what criteria do we assess the influence of any one person on Judaism? Are these the most influential people?
	Abraham
	Patriarch
	Isaac
	Patriarch

	Jacob
	Patriarch
	Joseph
	Sustained Israel

	Sarah
	matriarch
	Moses
	Lawgiver

	David
	King, unifier
	Solomon
	Temple, king

	Isaiah
	prophet
	Ezra
	Prophet, Torah

	The Masoretes
	Torah
	Nebuchadnezzar
	Destroyed temple

	Vespasian/Titus
	Destroyed temple
	Jesus
	Alternate belief

	Muhammed
	Islam
	Pope Gregory
	Anti-semitism

	Constantine
	Christianity
	Rav Amram/Saadia Gaon
	Siddurim

	R. Yochanan ben Zackai
	Midrash
	Judah haNasi
	Mishnah

	Joseph Karo
	Shulchan Arukh
	Baal Shem Tov
	Hasidism

	Hitler
	Anti-semitism
	Carlebach
	20th cent music

	Yossele Rosenblatt
	Music
	Israel Goldfarb
	20th cent music

	Herzl
	Israel
	Napoleon
	Emancipation

	ben Yehuda
	Hebrew
	Isaac Luria
	Zohar

	Mordechai Kaplan
	Reconstruction
	Maimonides
	Mishneh torah

	Moses Mendelson
	emancipation
	Samson R. Hirsch
	Modern orthodoxy

	Abraham Geiger
	Reform
	R. Wise
	Modern reform

	Birnbaum/Silverman/Harlow
	Machzorim
	Hillel
	Post-temple teaching

	Akiva
	Post-temple teaching
	Solomon Schechter
	Academic,geniza

	Henrietta Szold
	Hadassah
	Arthur Green
	Renewal

	Rav Kook
	Chief Rabbi
	Johannes Gutenberg
	Movable type
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