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Shanberg Eat and Educate 2009-2010 (5770)
Perspectives on Jewish Rituals
Hazzan Rob Menes

Afikomen
This is a recap of the topics covered this year in the weekly meetings of the Eat and Educate (formerly Lunch n’ Learn) class. Each session took place on Wednesday, from 12:30-1:30 at Village Shalom in Overland Park, KS.

Sessions were led by Hazzan Rob Menes

Every session included texts prepared by Hazzan Menes gleaned from books, periodicals, and the Internet.

Our baal koreh was Rod Minkin.

First session: Oct 14, 2009

Last session: May 12, 2010

19 sessions
“Judaism is filled with rituals and customs which have been maintained for thousands of years. Unfortunately, wherever and whenever we settle, these rituals often conflict with secular and non-Jewish society. This year, Hazzan Menes will explore those practices which raise concerns in the

secular world and make living Jewishly as much of a challenge as a joy.”
· General: Why observe traditional rituals in Judaism? Orthodox/Reform Perspectives (2)
· Defining Jewish: The Jew in relation to the non-Jewish world (2)
· Kashrut: Meaning and Jewish Perspectives; Christian Perspectives (3) 

· Shabbat: Christian and Muslim Perceptions; Orthodox/Conservative/Reform Observance; Recent Responsa (3)

· Conversion: Jewish views on conversion; Attitudes towards proselytes; Christian views on conversion (2)

· Intermarriage: Jewish views; non-Jewish views (2)

· Divorce: Jewish history; contrasts with non-Jewish views; contemporary problems (2)

· Circumcision: Jewish and non-Jewish views (1)

· Summary (1)

Next Year Possible Themes:
Texts: Psalms; Pirke Avot;  The Prayerbook; 

Themes: Jews in the Arts; Jewish Philosophers; Modern Jewish Authors; Kabbalah and Mysticism
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