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Temple Beth Sholom Adult Torah Trope Class

Introduction

Welcome to the Temple Beth Sholom Adult Torah Trope Class! I hope it is both fun and
interesting for you, and continues a lifelong journey with Torah.

This class is the first step in the preparation for chanting the Torah and haftarah for your bar or
bat mitzvah. There will be homework assignments and quizzes. You will be assigned a tutor
once you have successfully completed this course. You wi

Neither the quality of your voice nor your ability to sing are important. You do not have to read
music. However, the only way to read the Torah and haftarah publicly is to chant.

NOTE THE WEBSITE FOR THIS CLASS: HTTP://WWW.HAZZANMENES.COM/

Classes and Requirements

Outline for Trope Study:
Basic definitions of symbols and terms for reading Torah and haftarah; recognition of symbols
Hebrew pronunciation
Trope combinations for Torah; the melodies; the blessings before and after reading
More advanced combinations; method for learning; pronunciation
Linking groups of taamim
Practice; where to find more info

Bring to class:

This packet
A pencil and paper
A chumash
Your questions

If you have questions about the work you can email me at:
hazzanrobmenes@gmail.com or check the website: http://www.hazzanmenes.com/.

Hazzan Rob Menes

702-804-1333

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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I. Basic Concepts

We begin with the blessing for study:

eIx �g�k Ub��U
m�u 'uh �,I�m
n�C Ub��J �s
e r�J�t 'o�kIg�v Q�k��n Ubh��v«k t �h�h v�T�t QUr�C
:v �rI, h �r�c 
s�C

(What is the meaning of this blessing? If you don’t know, where would you find out?)

Chanting, or Cantillation:

The most important aspect of chanting Torah or haftarah is the proper pronunciation of the
text.

The trope symbols (also called ta’amim or ta’amei hamikra) are used for 3 things:

punctuation

accent

expression (including the musical tone)

The musical tone is the least important of the three.

In the Torah, it is not possible to correctly identify the ends of sentences or to correctly
pronounce the words without trope.

The same trope symbols used for the haftarah are used for the Torah and for the megillot, but
they have different melodies!

You can start chanting on any tone that is comfortable for your voice.

In any particular word, the same tone may be repeated on many syllables. 

6. Tropes are used in common groups and combinations that are repeated many times.

Generally, but not always, you accent the syllable which has the trope symbol.

Some of the symbols are above the letters, some are below. 

Some symbols, such as the munach, can have a different melody depending upon what symbol
comes next. Therefore, it is important to always look ahead of the word you’re chanting.

1.

2.

•
•

•

3.

4.

5.

7.

8.

9.
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Trop Symbols and Their Names in Combinations

(on Internet with sound files at http://www.bethshalomkc.info/hazzan/tropereference.htm )

VERY 
COMMON  

VERY 
COMMON

VERY
COMMON

COMMON

COMMON

Note: with munach

usually with munach

usually with munach
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less common

less common

less common

Other symbols not listed here are the shalshelet, yerach ben yomo, karne farah, and
mercha-ch’fula. Each of these symbols occur fewer than 10 times in the Torah.
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Practice Writing the Names of the Trop Symbols!

This is the blessing before reading the haftarah. Note the trop symbols (the blessing after reading
the haftarah does not have any trop symbols).

'ohº�cIy oh
�th�c�b�C �r�j�C r��J�t 'oº�kIg�v Q�k
�n �Ubh��v«k!t ��h�h v��T�t QU�r�C

�v �rIT�C r��jIC�v '#�h�h v$�T�t QU�r�C ',·�n!t�C oh
�r�n!t�B�v o(�vh �r�c �s�c v*�m �r�u

/e �s/�m�u ,(�n!t�v h*�th�c�b�cU 'IºN�g k
�t �r�G�h�cU 'IºS�c�g v
�J«n�cU

1. Identify every trop symbol in this blessing by name.

2. Make sure you can read the Hebrew. 

3. Can one word have more than one trop symbol? 

4. Why are there two symbols that look the same on the fourth word  �Ubh��v«k!t  ?

5. Is there a symbol on the last word  /e �s/�m�u ?

6. Are the comma and period trop symbols?

7. Find the page in the siddur of this blessing.

8. What is the key word in this blessing?

9. Write out the translation of the blessing.
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II. More Trope Concepts

Conjunctives and Disjunctives 

Some tropes are “helper” tropes (conjunctives) and must go with the trope that follows. These
are:

¬     Á   ̄   ̧   ³   ´
 

All other tropes stand alone and must be separated from the following trope (some get a bigger
separation than others). These are:

  º  ¹  Â  ¿  ²  µ  Æ  »  À  ­  ¾  º  ̧ · �
Special Combinations

a)      ²  ¬

b)     À  ́  |  ´

c)    ³  ´

1.

2.
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III. The Melodies for the Ta’amim

Each trope symbol has a melody associated with it. Sometimes this is only a single tone.

A trope symbol may have more than one melody associated with it, depending upon what
follows.

Musical notation for the trope melodies can be found at the end of this booklet. However,
usually one simply memorizes the melody that goes with each symbol. It is best to learn the
melody for the tropes in combination, and practice variations on those combinations. 

There are a number of sets of melodies for the tropes for reading the Torah. You cannot “mix
and match” melodies - they form a set. Not all sets of melodies are faithful implementations of
the ta’amim as they were written by the Masoretes. The Sephardim and Ashkenazim use
different melodies, and there are variations within the Sephardim and Ashkenazim based on
geographic location.

The Torah must be chanted using the appropriate melody for the occasion. For example, the
Torah cannot be chanted using the melody for haftarah and cannot be chanted using the High
Holy Day melody on a non-High Holy Day Shabbat.

There are a number of places in the Torah where a special melody is used for a specific word
or phrase. For example, the Song at the Sea (Ex. 15:1-21) intersperses a unique melody with
the standard Torah trope.

The tropes do not change with speed. However, there are various alterations in the melodies
which smooth out the tropes which are connected.

One is required to pause after an etnachta and sof pasuk.

When reading the Torah in public, mistakes in trope are not “correctable errors” with the
exception of the etnachta and sof pasuk.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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IV. Torah Concepts

1. What is the chumash? What is the Torah? What is the Tanakh?

2. From what part of the Tanakh does the haftarah come?

3. What is a parasha? 

What is this week’s parasha?

Who wrote the Torah?

What is a k’riah?

8. What does it mean to say that we do a triennial reading of the Torah?

9. When do we read the Torah in public?

10. What is your Hebrew birth-date?

11. What is your Hebrew name?

12. What are your parents’ Hebrew names?

13. What is an aliyah?

What is the maftir aliyah?

15. If there are no vowels, trop, or punctuation in the Torah, how can we chant it correctly?

4.

6.

7.

14.
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V. Hebrew Concepts

1. Make sure you can pronounce every consonant and vowel in Hebrew!

What are the names of the vowels?

 �   �   �   �   �   �  �   	   
  �

3. How do you pronounce: 

     U   I L   K     H      F  D  S  A     
 V v ;  Q   k  j  h  g  f  d  s  a  

How do you pronounce  �        at the beginning of a word? when it’s followed by another �      ?

How would you pronounce    �h�h   ?   What happens when this is followed by        vuvh     ?

What is a dagesh? How does it change pronunciation?

What is a kamatz katan? How do you pronounce it? How do you know when a kamatz is a
kamatz katan?

7. How do you pronounce  �g       at the end of a word?

8. How do you pronounce   �j      at the end of a word?

2.

4.

5.

6.
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VI. Blessings

Before reading the Torah:

:lrcn vkugv/Q 
r«c�n�v 
h�h ,�t Uf �r
C      
:rzuj vkugvu kvev ihbugu/s�g
u o
kIg�k Q 
r«c�n�v 
h�h QUr
C    

,�t Ub 
k i�, 
b�u oh!N�g
v k
F!n Ub 
C r�j 
C r�J%t 'o
kIg
v Q�k �n Ubh 'v«k(t 
h�h v
T�t QUr
C
/v 
rIT�v i',Ib '
h�h v
T�t QUr
C /I, 
rIT

After reading the Torah:

:lrch vthrev rjtu
g�y
b o
kIg h'H�j�u ',�n(t , �rIT Ub 
k i�, 
b r�J%t 'o
kIg
v Q�k �n Ubh 'v«k(t 
h�h v
T�t QUr
C

 /v 
rIT�v i',Ib '
h�h v
T�t QUr
C /Ub 'fI,�C

Before reading the Haftarah:

o,�vh 'r�c !s�c v-
m 
r�u 'ohº!cIy oh0!th!c�b!C 1r�j
C r2�J%t 'oº
kIg
v Q�k0�n 1Ubh3'v«k(t 1
h�h v2
T�t QU3r
C

'IºN�g k0't 
r�G!h�cU 'IºS�c�g v0�J«n�cU 1v 
rIT�C r2'jIC�v '6
h�h v7
T�t QU3r
C ',·�n(t�C oh0!r
n(t�B�v

/e �s �m
u ,,�n(t
v h-'th!c�b!cU
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After reading the Haftarah:

k't
v ',IrIS�v k
f�C eh !S�m 'oh!n
kIg
v k
F rUm 'o
kIg
v Q�k �n Ubh 'v«k(t 
h�h v
T�t QUr
C


h�h tUv v
T�t i
n(t�b /e �s �m
u ,�n(t uh 
r
c �S k
F�J 'o'H�e�nU r'C�s�n�v 'v�G«g�u r'nIt
v i
n(t�B�v

Q�k �n k't h!F 'o
eh 'r cUJ
h t«k rIj
t Wh  �r
c �S!n s
j�t r
c 
s�u 'Wh  �r
c �S oh!b
n(t�b�u 'Ubh 'v«k(t

/uh 
r
c �S k
f�C i
n(t�B�v k't
v '
h�h v
T�t QUr
C /v
T 
t (i
n%j �r�u) i
n(t�b

QUr
C /Ubh 'n
h�c v 
r'v�n!C �gh !JIT J�p �b ,�cU  k%g�k�u 'Ubh 'H�j ,h'C th!v h!F iIH!m k�g o'j �r

/
vh �b
c�C iIH!m �j 'N�G�n '
h�h v
T�t

v 
r'v�n!C 'W �jh!J�n s!u 
S ,h'C ,Uf�k�n�cU 'W �S�c�g th!c
B�v Uv 
H!k't�C 'Ubh 'v«k(t 
h�h 'Ub 'j�N�G

o'J�c h!F 'IsIc�F ,�t oh !r'j%t sIg Uk%j�b!h t«k�u 'r
z c�J 'h t«k It�x!F k�g 'Ub 'C!k k'd
h�u t«c
h

/s!u 
S i'd
n '
h�h v
T�t QUr
C /s�g
u o
kIg�k Ir'b v�C�f!h t«K�J IK 
T�g �C�J!b W�J �s
e


h�h 'Ub 
K 
T �,
B�J 'v�Z�v ,
C�B�v oIh k�g�u 'oh!th!c�B�v k�g�u 'v 
sIc%g
v k�g�u 'v 
rIT�v k�g

oh !sIn Ub�j �b%t 'Ubh 'v«k(t 
h�h 'k«F�v k�g /, �r 
t�p!,�kU sIc
f�k 'v
jUb�n!k�u v
BCs�e!k 'Ubh'v«k(t

'
h�h v
T�t QUr
C /s�g
u o
kIg�k sh!n
T h�j k
F h!p�C W�n!J Q �r
C�,!h 'Q
,It oh!f �r
c�nU 'Q
k

/,
C�B�v J 'S�e�n
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VII. Torah Practice (Parashat Shelach - Bemidbar 15:37-41)

- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop

- identify any unusual combinations or words

�k�t �r�G	h h��b �C�k�t r ��C �S�jk :r« �nt�K v��J«n�k�t v��Iv�h r�nt«�H�u�zk [rhypn]

U(b �,��b�u o·�,«r« �s�k o��vh �s�d	c h��p�b�F�k �g ,(	mh	m o��v�k U 2G �g�u o º�v�k4t 5�T �r�n��t�u

I 7,«t o5�,h	t �rU ,̧	mh	m�k 9o�f�k v5�h�v�u�yk :,�k��f �T kh�	,�P ;��b�F�v ,�	mh	m�k �g

h��r4j��t UrU =,�, t 2«k�u o·�,«t o��,h	G 4g��u v º�u«v�h ,«5u�m	n�k�F�,�t �o�T �r�f�zU

U ºr�F�z 	T i �g5�n�k�n :o��vh �r4j��t oh�	b«z o��T�t�r�J4t o º�fh�bh ��g h 5�r4j��t�u �o�f�c�c�k

v5�Iv�h h�	b4t�tn :o��fh�v �«kt�k oh�	J«s�e o��,h	h�v�	u h·�,«u�m	n�k�F�,�t o��,h	G 4g��u

oh·	v«kt��k o��f�k ,I�h�v	k o	h º�r�m	n .�r5�t�n �o�f �,�t h 	,t��mIv r 2�J4t o 7�fh�v �«kAt

p p p   :o��fh�v �«kAt v��Iv�h h�	b4t
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VIII. Haftarah Practice (Haftarah Kedoshim - Amos 9:7-15)

- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop

- identify any unusual combinations or words

tI5k4v v·�u«v�h�o Bt�b k��t �r�G	h h��b �C h(	k o��T�t oh2	H	JBf Ch�b �c	f tI5k4v�z

:rh �	E	n o��r4t��u rI �T�p�F	n oh�	H 	T�J	k�pU o	h º�r�m	n .�r5�t�n �h 	,h 2�k Ag�v k 7�t �r�G	h�,�t

h5�b�P k ��g�n V º�,«t h5	T �s�n�J	v�u v º�t�Y�j��v �v�f�k�n�N�C v7	u«�v�h h5�b«s4t | h5�bh �g v��B	v�j

:v��u«v�h�o Bt�b c« �e 4g��h ,h��C�,�t sh(	n�J�t sh��n�J�v t5«k h	JF x�p 7�t v·�n �s4t��v

r��J4t��F k·�t �r�G	h ,h5�C�,�t o�	hID�v�k�f�c h 	,I �g	b4v��u v º�U�m�n �h	f«b��t v��B	v�h �	F�y

h·	N �g h5�t�Y�j k« �F U,U ºn�h c�r5�j�C�h :. �r��t rI �r�m kI �P	h�t« �k�u v º�r�c�F�C � �gI 2B	h

oh (	e�t tU ºv�v oI5H�C�th :v ��g �r��v Ubh��s 4g��C oh (	S�e�,�u JhM	D�,�t �«k oh 7	r�n« �t�v

�vh�	,h	b �cU oh º	e�t �uh �,«x �	r4v��u i 7�vh�m �r	P�,�t h5	T �r�s��d�u ,�k·�p«B�v sh�	u �S ,��FBx�,�t

oº	hID�v�k�f�u �oIsAt ,h �	r�t�J�,�t U =J �rh�	h i �g 2�n�k�ch :o��kIg h��nh	F

oh�	n�h v 2�B	v�dh       :,t«�Z v�G« �g v��u«v�h�o Bt�b o·�vh�k 4g h�	n�J t��r�e	b�r�J4t

g�r·�Z�v Q5�J«n�C oh�	c�b 4g Q��r«s�u r º�m«E�C �J �rIj J��D	b�u v º�u«v�h�o Bt�b �oh	t�C

,U 5c�J�,�t 9h 	T�c�J�u�sh :v�b�d��dIn �,	T ,I �g�c�D�v�k�f�u xh º	x �g �oh 	r�v��v Uph�	Y	v�u

o·�bh�h�,�t U �,�J�u oh º	n �r�f U 5g�y��b�u Uc º�J�h�u �,IN�J�b oh �	r �g U�b�cU ķ�t �r�G	h h5	N �g

U =J �,��B	h t 2«k�u o·�,�n �s�t�k �g oh�	T �g�y�bU�uy :o��vh 	r�P�,�t U �k�f��t�u ,I ºB�d U 5G �g�u

:Wh��v«kAt v��u«v�h r��n�t o º�v�k h 	T5�,�b r�J4t �o�,�n �s�t k ��g�n sI 7g
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