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Temple Beth Sholom Adult Torah Trope Class

Introduction

Welcome to the Temple Beth Sholom Adult Torah Trope Class! I hope it is both fun and
interesting for you, and continues a lifelong journey with Torah.

This class is the first step in the preparation for chanting the Torah and haftarah for your bar or
bat mitzvah. There will be homework assignments and quizzes. You will be assigned a tutor
once you have successfully completed this course. You wi

Neither the quality of your voice nor your ability to sing are important. You do not have to read
music. However, the only way to read the Torah and haftarah publicly is to chant.

NOTE THE WEBSITE FOR THIS CLASS: HTTP://WWW.HAZZANMENES.COM/
Classes and Requirements

Outline for Trope Study:

1. Basic definitions of symbols and terms for reading Torah and haftarah; recognition of symbols
2. Hebrew pronunciation

3. Trope combinations for Torah; the melodies; the blessings before and after reading

4. More advanced combinations; method for learning; pronunciation
5. Linking groups of taamim
6. Practice; where to find more info

Bring to class:
This packet
A pencil and paper

A chumash
Your questions

If you have questions about the work you can email me at:
or check the website:

Hazzan Rob Menes
702-804-1333
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I. Basic Concepts

We begin with the blessing for study:

PiCH2 WIN TDINDS WER WS BT b WIS T nDs T2
IR 373

(What is the meaning of this blessing? If you don’t know, where would you find out?)

Chanting, or Cantillation:

1. The most important aspect of chanting Torah or haftarah is the proper pronunciation of the
text.

2. The trope symbols (also called ta’amim or ta’amei hamikra) are used for 3 things:
* punctuation

* accent

* expression (including the musical tone)

The musical tone is the least important of the three.

In the Torah, it is not possible to correctly identify the ends of sentences or to correctly
pronounce the words without trope.

3. The same trope symbols used for the haftarah are used for the Torah and for the megillot, but
they have different melodies!

4. You can start chanting on any tone that is comfortable for your voice.

5. In any particular word, the same tone may be repeated on many syllables.

6. Tropes are used in common groups and combinations that are repeated many times.
7. Generally, but not always, you accent the syllable which has the trope symbol.

8. Some of the symbols are above the letters, some are below.

9. Some symbols, such as the munach, can have a different melody depending upon what symbol
comes next. Therefore, it is important to always look ahead of the word you’re chanting.
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Trop Symbols and Their Names in Combinations
(on Internet with sound files at http://www.bethshalomkc.info/hazzan/tropereference.htm )

oo, TORTARY Man NUYD T8N

VERY

hoec REINK TED ROBY XD

VERY

K ;
COMMON ’3_7 ’;-l f]i?? | q:J.D
COMMON ":):n Nj?-lb -I:’:-n Ns?}jj
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Note: with munach

usually with munach

usually with munach
K i,
LERN YA
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less common
™

7130 man X1

~J/
s

less common

0 -

. [T 2]

SRS TRy

less common

ORI Nan 22,

.. T ) I.

Other symbols not listed here are the shalshelet, yerach ben yomo, karne farah, and
mercha-ch’fula. Each of these symbols occur fewer than 10 times in the Torah.
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Practice Writing the Names of the Trop Symbols!

This is the blessing before reading the haftarah. Note the trop symbols (the blessing after reading
the haftarah does not have any trop symbols).

Dafo R0 03 WK BT T2k WK 7 nnR
NIRRT 2 A0S T NRKD DRI OPRTR TR

PRI K023 T2y DR 12y

1. Identify every trop symbol in this blessing by name.
2. Make sure you can read the Hebrew.

3. Can one word have more than one trop symbol?

N AR
4. Why are there two symbols that look the same on the fourth word TJ’HIPN ?

5. Is there a symbol on the last word ’P-[.gl ?

6. Are the comma and period trop symbols?
7. Find the page in the siddur of this blessing.
8. What is the key word in this blessing?

9. Write out the translation of the blessing.
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II. More Trope Concepts

1. Conjunctives and Disjunctives

Some tropes are “helper” tropes (conjunctives) and must go with the trope that follows. These
are:

All other tropes stand alone and must be separated from the following trope (some get a bigger
separation than others). These are:

cc c 9 ¥V N~ ¢ | HA

Yy < \ Al

2. Special Combinations

a)
J J
¢
b)
- -
c)
< Jd
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II1. The Melodies for the Ta’amim

1. Each trope symbol has a melody associated with it. Sometimes this is only a single tone.

2. A trope symbol may have more than one melody associated with it, depending upon what
follows.

3. Musical notation for the trope melodies can be found at the end of this booklet. However,
usually one simply memorizes the melody that goes with each symbol. It is best to learn the
melody for the tropes in combination, and practice variations on those combinations.

4. There are a number of sets of melodies for the tropes for reading the Torah. You cannot “mix
and match” melodies - they form a set. Not all sets of melodies are faithful implementations of
the ta’amim as they were written by the Masoretes. The Sephardim and Ashkenazim use
different melodies, and there are variations within the Sephardim and Ashkenazim based on
geographic location.

5. The Torah must be chanted using the appropriate melody for the occasion. For example, the
Torah cannot be chanted using the melody for haftarah and cannot be chanted using the High
Holy Day melody on a non-High Holy Day Shabbat.

6. There are a number of places in the Torah where a special melody is used for a specific word
or phrase. For example, the Song at the Sea (Ex. 15:1-21) intersperses a unique melody with

the standard Torah trope.

7. The tropes do not change with speed. However, there are various alterations in the melodies
which smooth out the tropes which are connected.

8. One is required to pause after an etnachta and sof pasuk.

9. When reading the Torah in public, mistakes in trope are not “correctable errors” with the
exception of the etnachta and sof pasuk.
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IV. Torah Concepts

1. What is the chumash? What is the Torah? What is the Tanakh?

2. From what part of the Tanakh does the haftarah come?

3. What is a parasha?

4. What is this week’s parasha?

6. Who wrote the Torah?

7. What is a kK’riah?

8. What does it mean to say that we do a triennial reading of the Torah?

9. When do we read the Torah in public?

10. What is your Hebrew birth-date?

11. What is your Hebrew name?

12. What are your parents’ Hebrew names?

13. What is an aliyah?

14. What is the maftir aliyah?

15. If there are no vowels, trop, or punctuation in the Torah, how can we chant it correctly?
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V. Hebrew Concepts

1. Make sure you can pronounce every consonant and vowel in Hebrew!

2. What are the names of the vowels?

3. How do you pronounce:
T i % 0 D> yTw
mnn T Sy DR

How do you pronounce _ at the beginning of a word? when it’s followed by another ~ ?

4. How would you pronounce q: ? What happens when this is followed by ﬂ\ﬂ’ ?

5. What is a dagesh? How does it change pronunciation?

6. What is a kamatz katan? How do you pronounce it? How do you know when a kamatz is a
kamatz katan?

7. How do you pronounce n at the end of a word?

8. How do you pronounce U at the end of a word?
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Page1of 1-
Hebrew Letter Charts
MAME BO- | CUR- | B0 | RA | HA | NUM | Sound | Literal Symbaolic
OK | SIVE | LD | SHI | ND | BER Meaning Meaning
Aleph ® 1 a ox, bull strength,

i s < b X leader, first
Bet o) 1y | 2 biv tenthouse | housshold
et in, into
Gimel 3 3 camel pride,

A a A A g to kit up
Dalet e 1 3 T = 4 d door pathway,
{0 anter
,,,,, He i 3 C I S i1 5 ] window, “the”,
fence to reveal
YWay )| | 1 1 1 & u nail “and”, add,
securs,
hook
Zavin i 7 P weapon eut,
4 ! = ! 1 to cut off
CHet i ] CH fence, privateto
n B P n hedge, separate
chamber
Tet 4] 9 t to twist, to sureound
B G » u 3 sniake
Yud k) 3 1 » N 10 i closed deed wotk,
hand to make
,,,,, Waff 3 20 i arm,wing’ to cover,
Chaf - 2 2 4 ] opetihand allow,
strengih
Lamed 1 30 1 caltle goad. | prod, go
5 d 5 7 staff toward,
tongue
Wem ] 40 m water massive,
s N » A ovetpower
rhaos
Mun 1 50 n fish activity,life
| J 3 1 ieiiel
Samech (o] 0 1] D 7] B0 % a prap supporttum
Ay’i n ie 5 » Y] 70 0O eye see, @UW,
experience
a PelFe |a |a 8 |y f 80 p/t mouth spedk,
openword
Tzadi '] 2 ® ;3 ¥ an C fish-hook harvest, desirs
Kof b 100 back of behind the
P D ; P P q the head last least
Resh 1 200 head person, head
i ? 7 1 r highest
Sinf i 300 afeh | testh sonsums,
2in ¥ |® I sestros
Tau n n | S n 400 |t sign, covenant,
CrOss to seal
http:/ / www.congregation-emanu-el.com/ groups/ group00/ datafiles/ heblet! gif 11/23/01
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Pagelof 1

Five of the letters take on a an elongated appearance when they appear at the end (sof) of a word:

HAME BO- | CUR- | BO | RA [ HA | HUM | Sound
OK [ SIVE | LD | SHI |ND | BER
Kof 1 500 | ch
Sofit L ° 1 1
Mem 0 Iip o |y |(p (600 |m
Sofit
MNun i 00 | n
Sofit I ! ; l
Fe Sofit 5o|g 9 1 800 | f
by e 4 s - lalala] ome
|t LR ? r Dl S 18] s
Sofit r T r
Hebrew Vowel Points
SOUND ENLGISH SYWMBOL HEBREW | VOWEL
EXAMPLE MNAME
a father ) :_1 Patach
a father ) ; Kamatz
e 29 : Segol
) e =T lo 3 Tzareh
i bit ol Chereek
O boat : Cholam
1 boot . ; Koobootz
father : Chataf
4 = : Patach
e ey | ghataf
v kG Seqol
father : Chatal
4 b ; Kamaz
"""" tteral | pauseor - Shva
gl uhasin :
stop "ug"
host i Cholam
Q ) with VAV
1 boot Shoorook
with VAY
1 best Yy ‘ y :
ai bite Yy i 5 ;
. ge bait "1“ Y :

hup:/ / www.congregation-emanu-el.com/ groups/ group00/ datafiles/ heblet2 gif

11/23/01
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VI. Blessings

Before reading the Torah:
ARRT Y RO AR 2w
Y1023 TR N2 M0 2w Bapn P

N 12 1031 DRYT PR 13 MR WK D2 2k WK 7 ADR 92

A7iP7 108 2 7AR 72 .4nin
After reading the Torah:
1772’ IR NN

Yo D21y MM RR DR 132 103 WK 21T 2R 0N 7 ADK T2
AT 10832 7R 172 10102

Before reading the Haftarah:

OIPIATR TR AT DRI TN W B2 TR ANH0R ) AR 9
Ay PR 3y Apha nTing ial R AAR T3 NpK3 0K

P13 TR PR3
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After reading the Haftarah:

SR NI D2 Py 2nivi B2 e 0Pivi 9 1EtR v AR 2

™ R IR TR PRIV TR 020 WP TR Y IR 1aRaT

2k PR °2 0p W, KD TR PIRTR TN 2T IR oK
P37 222 1RRIT ONT 7 AR T2 AR (R TR

72 13’?3’3 Fﬁﬂ?;ﬂ 1_7’{4_7'1'}3 WE)J mw'?y':w AP0 P N 02 ﬁ”x '?l] an9
A3 PR 0Rwn 7 AR

TR PR T 3 MOPRN 7Y R02T TN IPEOR 7 umnw
oy °3 17322 nR 00Nk 7Y 150 X9 7 2 XD iRoD by 1125 B K
TVTIN 2 NDR TR TP 021 113 132 Xow 12 nyaw T

» 1 AV M Nawn o by oNeasd by aTiayn b g by

o°7i IR PR 537 DY nRany 71225 anunk nwIpk o

7 IR T3 TY1 02197 TR 0 92 03 Y TRM NN 22 7

JRWD VPR
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VII. Torah Practice (Parashat Shelach - Bemidbar 15:37-41)
- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop

- identify any unusual combinations or words

SNTL 232708 N37 1D caND mON I "Nt 1S [
WA BRI BIR RIRTOR Mt o W DIoN P
N DprNT S 825 mm 5 monn Sne ian oy
"IN TN N anN B T Mise=S3 N BN
TSN D DTN DU DONTIEN DI 0N B9327
M C3N N sDOND DR Dot Anhen O I BRI
DYOND D27 NiTT? DN PN BOMN NN N DTN

DD E DTN MM N
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VIII. Haftarah Practice (Haftarah Kedoshim - Amos 9:7-15)
- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop

- identify any unusual combinations or words

NiDT RN SNt 32 0 o 2w a5 wib

PR DN TNBID DYmEOE DN PIND oD S8eo
38 Opis MON pTREm aNean hodes i s |y i n
STYTTENS SR MRTON TRUN TR N W5 0BR MR
TND DN N2TIN DA NI M S TR v
Y ONBT 5D A 2902 N TS YNy mians i
DR NTIT DD NN SO NS TR WD DN
TSN DR TRDTM TINIRTON I MO8 T NE0IN
DNsIO2) BTN DN S i 20 mRiy s
DTN RN R TR OO Y NPT
T TR D2 T NP2 BN i Nl oNs B2
MR SNLY T aaienn NipasTom D) B e
D3NN ALY DI A 10w Dinwy 2y i S )
MR N3 DNDINTDR DO 1 DTNETIN 190NY M) R

STTION I TN 27 003 N BRI Opb T
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